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 President’s  Report 

South Australian Baseball League Inc. 

It hardly seems to be 12 months since our last Annual Report, 
and I find myself beginning this year’s report in much the same 
fashion.   That is, by offering sincere congratulations to the 
Port Adelaide Baseball Club for winning the Division 1 Cham-
pionship after a hiatus of so many years.   The 3 games of the 
finals were played in very trying weather conditions, the heat 
being an additional pressure for the players and all involved, 
and once again it was a credit to Port Adelaide and Glenelg 
that the games were played in such a fine spirit.    I must make 
mention of the exceptional efforts of the Glenelg Baseball 
Club, its volunteers and the local Council, in going to extreme 
lengths to combat the elements, such as fans in the dugouts 
and for the scorers, as well as ample shade from many sources.    
The result was a facility which provided a fitting venue for our 
grand final, with an excellent playing surface.

In November 2002 we welcomed Michael Carter to the South 
Australian Baseball League as General Manager, and in Sep-
tember 2007 we said farewell.   During that time our accumu-
lated funds went from some $47,000 in the red to a positive of 
around $185,000 due to a large extent to Michael’s perform-
ance in the role, and he was instrumental in setting in place 
many other initiatives.   I take this opportunity to formally 
recognise his very valuable service to Baseball SA.    We were 
then extremely fortunate to obtain as his replacement Paul 
Begg, who has slotted easily into the role.

Another staff change has seen the resignation of Peter Cesco 
from the Operations position and I wish to thank Peter for his 
work in that very difficult position over the last few years.   
The Board is pleased to welcome Lorraine Dunn into the va-
cant position and wishes her well in her new role with Baseball 
SA.  I also wish to thank the rest of the staff of Baseball SA, 
together with those members of the baseball fraternity who 
provide voluntary service, for their endeavours over the past 
twelve months.

Once again our Annual Capps Medal dinner proved to be an 
outstanding success, with many positive comments received.   
We were fortunate that Dr Roger Capps was able to delay his 
departure to the Australian Grand Prix so that he could attend 
and present the medal to the eventual winner, a very popular, 
Michael Ewart.   

To the Woodville District Baseball Club and the Southern 
Districts Baseball Club I express my thanks and well done on 
behalf of Baseball SA for hosting the Claxton Shield and Un-
der 23 competition respectively.   In both instances the facili-
ties and services provided were excellent and the work done by 
their volunteers outstanding.   In addition, Woodville are to be 
thanked for once more hosting the annual Goodwill Series. 

I also extend congratulations to Shayne Bennett who was 
inducted into the Australian Baseball Federation Hall of Fame 
in January, as a player who has had an outstanding career in the 
game of baseball (primarily outside Australia) and has made 

outstanding contributions to the game of baseball.

I thank the members of the Board of Baseball SA for their sup-
port and performance in the past year.   You will find individual 
reports on their areas of responsibility elsewhere in this docu-
ment, but I wish to acknowledge their efforts, knowing that 
several of them have had to perform under significant medical 
constraint.   Clearly, not all of the decisions made by the Board 
are universally popular, but the members maintain the position 
that they are made in the best interests of the sport of baseball 
and Baseball SA.

 “It is a matter of great concern that such a great game as ours 
suffers from the lack of umpires, and here again I would ask 
the utmost support of everyone in endeavouring to secure a 
panel of umpires to adequately cover all games throughout the 
season.   To Club Secretaries I appeal especially, to contact 
former players who may be persuaded to take up umpiring.”    
(W.H.Stephens – Hon Secretary & Treasurer - SA Baseball 
Umpires and Scorers Club.  19th Annual Report - 17th April 
1950)

In closing I wish to acknowledge the work done and assistance 
provided to our game by the many people, be they players, 
parents or supporters who fill the many positions and perform 
the numerous tasks required to enable Clubs to function.



 Chief  Executive Off icer ’s  Report

South Australian Baseball League Inc. 

It is with pleasure I prepare my first annual report and while a 
home for baseball and a proposed National Competition have 
dominated previous annual reports I am pleased to say that 
Baseball continues to compete admirably with other sports in 
terms of playing numbers, teams competing and funding from 
the Office for Recreation and Sport. In addition slow progress 
has been made on a major facility and the national competi-
tion.

Facility Development
Facility development at States Sports Park, Gepps Cross was 
a very detailed project that required all cards to fall into place 
perfectly. Since applying for $8.4 million dollars last year this 
figure has blown out to $19 million by the time the final case 
study was completed in February 2008. Our project is now be-
ing considered as a high priority sport that needs the facilities 
to attract a national competition and international teams.

This case study did not receive State Government approval but 
is supported by the Office for Recreation and Sport. We will 
pursue the application until no further action can be taken.

Major concerns have been raised with the State Government 
over the risk to the sport if South Australia does not have a 
suitable facility able to host national fixtures in 2009.  

Even if given an immediate green light for facility develop-
ment at State Sports Park, completion of construction would 
take at least 2-3 years, placing our involvement at great risk. 
Therefore, a major focus in the short term is the development 
of an interim facility that satisfies the requirements to host 
national competition events.  This has been directed toward 
the Glenelg Baseball Club grounds. State Government support 
has been given at this stage however their grant is subject to 
Federal Government funding. This funding has not been ap-
proved and we have been encouraged to re-apply to the new 
Federal Government.

High Performance
Great progress has been made in the development of our elite 
players. The introduction of the BEES Program was well sup-
ported with feedback being very positive from the experience 
of squad members. Performance and development of South 
Australia’s best young talent will result in an improvement at 
the top in time, as young players learn similar skill sets from 
under 12 through to Claxton Shield. Our Under 16 State Team 
finished second at the National Championships which is the 
best result for this age group for many years. 
 

South Australia conducted the national Under 23 Tournament 
at the Southern Districts Baseball Club during Easter 2008 and 
the event was a great success. Tournament experience for this 
age group will become vital during the up coming National 
Competition, and will provide coaching staff with great guides 
as to the performance of individuals during tournament pres-

sure situations. South Australia finished third behind Western 
Australia and New South Wales.

The performance of the Claxton Shield squad in the re-
vamped Claxton Shield competition this year was a credit to 
all involved. Head coach Mark Haylock certainly spent a lot 
of time with the squad leading up to the tournament. Warm 
up games against sides competing in the December Goodwill 
Series were ideal in the lead up to the competition

The performance of the Claxton Shield group was certainly 
tested during the oppressive weather conditions in Adelaide 
and we were narrowly beaten in some close games. With 
continued increased focus in this area, results are expected 
to improve. Coach Haylock has resigned as Head Coach and 
the Board has appointed Ron Harvey as Head Coach of the 
Claxton Shield side.

Baseball Operations 
Baseball Operations during the past season were significantly 
enhanced by the Leagues investment in providing computers 
to each club in the metropolitan area last season. Posting of 
results and general maintenance of the operations were signifi-
cantly more efficient than has been the case in previous years. 

On a positive note, competition management and ground 
allocation while appearing to be a major concern actually im-
proved, and will continue to do so with stability in personnel 
managing League operations.

Finance
It is often discussed that Baseball SA is flush with funds due 
to the performance of the League over recent times. This per-
ception could not be further from the truth. In fact, Baseball 
SA is fighting to keep its head above water in an extremely 
competitive environment. 

Those reading this report will note that Baseball SA has ap-
proximately $120,000 in term deposit earning interest at a 
rate of 7.35% per annum. Whilst this is a great improvement 
over the situation several years ago, repayment of the State 
Government loan ($70,000) was due in December 2007. The 
State Government have now approved that this debt be writ-
ten off providing the funds are applied to the development of 
the Glenelg Baseball Club facilities mentioned earlier in this 
report. In view of the lack of Federal Government funding for 
the project the amount paid to Glenelg Baseball Club is being 
re-visited.

Achieving a small profit result of $3400 throughout 2007/08 
is a great result for Baseball SA.  However, the ever evolving 
climate of increasing costs in all areas, which our sport faces, 
has resulted in all club levies remaining the same for the com-
ing season.
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South Australian Baseball League Inc. 

Staffing
Baseball SA has welcomed a new staff member in Lorraine 
Dunn who will take over as the Operations Coordinator from 
Peter Cesco. We have retained the services of Paul Chandler 
(Development Manager), Lauren Hill (Administration), Derek 
Slater (Statistics), Ben Arthur (School Clinic Coordinator) and 
Ron Harvey (State Director of Coaching).

Peter Cesco has left us to take on the role of CEO with another 
organisation and we wish him every success in the position. 
On a personal matter Peter has been of great assistance with 
interpretations on the By-Laws, permits and the problems 
we have experienced with the programming of matches. The 
current programming system was new last season and whilst 
there were teething problems we are confident the program will 
overcome the disappointments of the past.
 
Thank you to the Woodville District Baseball Club for their 
running of the Claxton Shield program and the Southern Dis-
tricts Baseball Club for the running of the Under 23 competi-
tion. Both clubs provided ideal venues for these events and the 
volunteers from the respective clubs are congratulated on a job 
well done.

Finally I would like to thank the Board of Baseball SA for their 
support to the previous Chief Executive, Michael Carter and 
myself. I look forward with continued drive to achieve positive 
outcomes for the sport and in particular development of a facil-
ity able to host national competition events.

“The great things about Baseball is that there’s a crisis every-
day.” - Gabe Paul, Yankees President (1973-77)

Paul Begg
Chief Executive Officer



  Austral ian Basebal l  Federat ion

South Australian Baseball League Inc. 

This is my first inclusion in a Baseball South Australia Annual 
Report since my appointment with the Australian Baseball 
Federation.  To give a brief background on myself, I have 
enjoyed an interesting career, initially commencing in Adelaide 
in the fast food industry, then living in Asia and the USA in the 
IT industry and then a long history in sports management, hav-
ing been the CEO for Collingwood Football Club in the AFL.

It has been an interesting but enjoyable transition from AFL to 
baseball, and throughout the past year I have been introduced 
to all facets of the game, from grassroots to high performance 
and of course baseball operations and administration.

My initiation into the world of baseball included the 2008 
Claxton Shield; which heralded a home-and-away format and 
saw games played in each state including South Australia, as 
well as the 2008 Baseball Australia Diamond Awards; which 
were held in Queensland, and the 2008 Olympic Qualifiers in 
Taiwan.

The 2008 Claxton Shield provided Baseball Australia with the 
opportunity to host a ‘test event’ for the return of the much 
anticipated National League. Negotiations are still under way 
to finalise the logistics of the proposed National League, and 
the ABF is working with State Associations and local Govern-
ments to find suitable playing venues in each state.  It was a lit-
tle disappointing to learn that the South Australian government 
has not provided in its most recent budget for an appropriate 
venue in Adelaide, but rest assured that we are working toward 
improving that situation.

The 2008 Baseball Australia Diamond Awards were held at the 
Radisson Resort Gold Coast in March and were well received 
by all who attended. It was fantastic to see that representatives 
of Baseball SA attended the event to support South Austral-
ian great Shayne Bennett in his induction into the Baseball 
Australia Hall of Fame.

As most people would be aware, despite a silver medal result 
for Australia in the 2004 Athens Olympic Games, Australia 
did not qualify for 2008 Beijing Olympic Games. Unlike their 
competitors Canada, Korea, Taiwan, Mexico and Spain, who 
capitalised on their second chance to qualify for the Olympics 
after failing to qualify in the first round of their respective 
international divisions, Australia was given just one chance to 
qualify.  Naturally it was disappointing not to qualify and very 
unfortunate that many of our professional players were not 
available for team selection, given that the event clashed with 
the MLB Spring training period.  

However, the manner in which our team performed including 
a victory over Canada (an eventual qualifier) was extremely 
heartening.  The absence of some of our more experienced 
players also allowed our coaching panel to select an unprec-
edented eight players for their international debuts.  Our 
Australian Head Coach Jon Deeble, who guided the Aussies to 

their greatest ever performance in Athens four years ago, was 
outstanding, and the experience he was able to impart upon our 
youngest list ever to represent Australia (13 players were under 
the age of 25, with three not yet reaching their 20th birthdays) 
will likely give rise to the next generation of Australian stars. 

While it will be an unusual August with Australia not compet-
ing in the Olympics, not unlike the USA missing out in 2004, 
there will be no time for regret.  The additional time will be of 
great benefit in our preparation for the World Baseball Classic 
which is scheduled to be held in March 2009.     

Australia has been selected as one of only sixteen teams to 
compete in the second World Baseball Classic (WBC).  The 
WBC has quickly become the premier international baseball 
tournament and showcases the best players in the world as they 
represent their native countries.  Unlike previous tournaments, 
and even the Olympic Games, the issue of player availability 
will be fully addressed, as the WBC is fully sanctioned by 
IBAF (International), and supported by MLB (North America), 
the MLBPA (North America), NPB (Japan) and KBO (Korea). 
Our inclusion in this tournament not only allows the best Aus-
tralian baseball talent available to test themselves against the 
best players in the world, but reinforces Australia’s reputation 
of being in the top echelon of baseball nations and highlights 
our ability to produce a disproportionate share of great players, 
despite our modest population. 

The preparation for this WBC event, combined with some ex-
citing announcements including the 75th Anniversary Claxton 
Shield, will provide our sport with a prominent schedule of 
activities in 2008/2009. 
2007 saw the successful introduction of the Australian Little 
League Program. I understand that Little League has been well 
received in South Australia, and I would like to thank Baseball 
SA for their support in launching this program. 

The Inaugural Little League National Championships were 
held at Redlands Baseball Club in Queensland on June 5 
through 8, 2008.  The tournament was a great success and 
congratulations to the Adelaide Southern All-Stars on making 
the finals.  

On a corporate level, the ABF will place a strong focus on 
commercial development throughout the next twelve months. 
Several discussions have already taken place with a number of 
key national service providers, with the objective of central-
ising a lot of the main national cost items and building an 
enhanced network of corporate affiliates.
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South Australian Baseball League Inc. 

Emphasis is also being placed on enhancing the national 
member relations portfolio, with the objective to increase the 
servicing capacity and incentives for members. National initia-
tives to support this objective include employment of a National 
Membership Coordinator, and establishment of an increased 
range of online tools for members.

The ABF are also looking to launch a new website to coincide 
with the beginning of the 2008/2009 Summer Season.

I have been informed that the Club Baseball program in South 
Australia is one of the strongest in the country, steeped in 
traditional, rivalry and passion; and after meeting with Baseball 
SA’s executive staff and board, it is obvious that Baseball SA 
have positioned themselves as a viable “sports-business” with 
visionary long-term objectives. 

It is rewarding to hear that Baseball SA is fully compliant with 
the My Club database management system and the My Site 
website system. To achieve the full impact of the ABF on-
line management system, I strongly recommend Baseball SA 
consider the implementation of the My Competition software 
program. This will not only act as an auditing tool for your My 
Club database, but it will also assist with the development of all 
of your fixtures, schedules and result management.

It has been great meeting with the Baseball SA staff over the 
past few months and I look forward to working closely with 
Baseball SA in the future to build on the foundations of this 
great game. 

Sincerely,

John May
Chief Executive Officer
Australian Baseball Federation
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South Australian Baseball League Inc. 

Operations saw another year of change, hopefully for the bet-
ter. Almost everything that happens with Baseball SA could 
be said to come under the banner of Operations and as such 
we get blamed for a lot of things that are seen to be wrong 
with baseball in this state.

 Programming is probably the single most important issue 
and I think in 50 years time that nothing will have changed. 
Trying to please everyone in this area is a problem and the 
lack of grounds is a huge challenge to the people involved in 
compiling the draws for all grades. 

After much tinkering with the programme over the past few 
seasons it seems that the clubs want more stability and con-
tinuity with it and we may see a similar programme to last 
year in the coming season. There has been a proposed format 
presented to the Operations people from the clubs at the 
Operations meetings in the past few months and by and large 
they have seemed to be happy with it, after some changes.

I would like to see some changes made to the website to 
make it even more user friendly and to incorporate a better, 
more informative site, one that encourages users to come 
back on a more regular basis. It is felt that making it more 
attractive to the eye and having it change more regularly can 
achieve that. I believe it can be done, although it may be 
hard without having to spend a lot of money, which is just 
not available. However it is being investigated to see if it is 
possible.

The My Club system seemed to work well and the office peo-
ple are starting to realise that it is useful in many more ways 
than first thought, the data that can be tracked could in time 
help with reducing some of the things that are done manually 
and may save time, which will free the staff to use their time 
more productively.

In closing we would like to welcome Lorraine on board as 
the new Operations Coordinator and wish her every success 
in the role. And lastly we would like to thank Peter Cesco for 
the work he has done in the past few years and also wish him 
well in his new endeavour.

Jeff Kevan
Operations Director
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South Australian Baseball League Inc. 

Introduction 

Over the last five years, I have been honoured to be involved 
with Baseball SA (“BSA”) as it has transformed itself into a fi-
nancially sound sporting organisation.  On behalf of the Board, 
we present our financial statements for the year ended 30 April 
2008.  The performance follows on from the previous year 
where small profits have been generated due to above average 
performance of some of our key events.

The net profit for the year was $3,484 compared to $6,596 
in the previous year.  After achieving our aim of repaying 
the State Government its $70,000 by 31 December 2007, our 
budget was set for the year with a small projected profit of 
$960.  Accordingly, we are satisfied with a small profit which 
has been achieved due to the strength of the member clubs 
in playing numbers, the profit from the 11th Annual Masters 
Games, the support of the State Government and some prudent 
management of funds by management.  The surplus funds have 
been allocated for improved facilities discussed elsewhere in 
our report and the conditions for our members in 2008/09.  
Therefore, the performance to budget is very pleasing but 
should be read in context with the rest of our report.

The significant initiatives over the past year have included 
investing with the State Government nearly $20,000 for the 
final feasibility study into a new home for baseball in South 
Australia.  While this has been delayed again, our commitment 
to funds is now at an end.

In my fifth year as a director of the BSA, continued solid per-
formance by new general manager and management team has 
provided the BSA with another result which allows for better 
decisions to be made for the future of the members.  

Financial Review

Over the last 3 years, we have highlighted our historical posi-
tion to compare to of our fortunes.  The key factor affecting 
our negative position in the late 1990’s was the demise of the 
Adelaide Giants.  The resultant losses took 10 years to recover 
but those days are well past..  

Over the last five years, the fortunes of the BSA have changed 
considerably.  BSA is in a stable position with our members 
funds at the end of April 2008, the highest in the existence of 
the league.  This creates the position to allow many choices to 
be made in relation to our future which could not be contem-
plated in our recent past.   

Two graphs below highlight both trading profits/losses and in-
come and expenditure statement.  As discussed, our aim is not 
to pursue profits but set a budget for balance (or a small profit) 
in accordance with our by-laws.  

The small profit was achieved through tight control by man-
agement and some additional income received from sponsor-
ship and government assistance.  

Income & Expenditure

Income:  Gross Income for the year at $662,133 was consider-
ably higher than 2006/07 (of $580,478).  The major items in 
income included:
a. The Masters Games income in the current year   
 ($32,704);  
b. The significantly higher grants provided by various   
 government organisations ($115,006 + $20,000 
 reimbursement for study) 
c. Development and coaching income ($41,908) raised   
 by programmes;
d. State youth income raised and expended;
e. Other income associated with Sponsorship.

The significant items in income that gave rise to the higher 
income included:
a. Club levies specifically for the Claxton Shield team;
b. A government reimbursement of $20,000 for our 
 feasibility study; 
c. The Masters Games.
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South Australian Baseball League Inc. 

Expenditure:  This higher income was generally matched by 
higher expenditure in the same categories but it is interesting 
to note that BSA (without the $20,000 feasibility study) has 
not increase expenditure over an 8 year period by more than 
1%.  

In relation to the $658,649 in expenditure for the year, it gen-
erally relates to the factors above such as Claxton Shield and 
youth State teams, development and coaching expenses and 
includes the savings from insurance.  With improved perform-
ances, we have increased personnel resources in the BSA and 
this is one of the increased expenses for the year.  

During the year, we also donated a reasonable sum to Seaton 
High School to improve their facilities, which is turn were 
leased back to BSA for many purposes including State train-
ing.

Profit:  The profit is again satisfying for the Directors.  The 
last 2 years is an ideal situation for BSA in our opinion.  
While I would like to report that good profits can again be re-
peated on an ongoing basis, this is not expected and is not the 
intention of the BSA directors.  Our aim is for balance budgets 
and maintaining club levies at current levels, if possible.  

With considerable resources available to BSA, we are seeking 
to invest conservatively for the benefit of the members over 
the next two or three years.

Initiatives & Review

The BSA direction moving forward is the development of 
our national facility that is referred to elsewhere in the report.  
Our financial aim will be to continue to assist our clubs by 
running BSA at the lowest prudent levels possible.  We will 
continue to present to both State and Federal governments that 
we should have a national home at States Sport Park, sup-
ported by government, while being able to manage our own 
affairs in the future.

Our aim is to continue to increase senior and junior playing 

numbers.  Both have continued to increase marginally over 
the past 5 years.  The T-Ball numbers is also encouraging 
and the advent of a new national league would, in my view, 
improve numbers further.  

Debt Reduction

The $70,000 due to be paid back to the State government 
was available at 31 December 2007.  However, the Office of 
Recreation & Sport (“ORS”) has worked with us to allow this 
repaid debt to be available back to BSA for an interim facil-
ity at Glenelg while we wait for funding for our new home.  
While we cannot say that this money is BSA’s at the present, 
it is our intention to turn this ORS grant into improved facili-
ties for our clubs.

Future Strategy

The President and General Manager have outlined the future 
developments for the baseball community in their reports.  
I continue to state this each year but I will do it again.  In 
order for our initiatives to come to fruition, the BSA needs 
to continually show strong financial management.  The ABF 
and ORS have shown us considerable support as we pursue 
our new facility.  It is our belief that our financial position and 
their support will allow us to convince government to allow us 
to have our first real home since Norwood oval.

We will seek to work with a balance position (small profit in 
2008/09) from small increases in fees for the first time in 4 
years and Masters Games income.  

To all of the BSA management, in particular Paul Begg and 
his team, I would like to thank them for their contribution to 
the running of baseball in South Australia.

Chris Day
FINANCE & MARKETING DIRECTOR  
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 Balance Sheet

South Australian Baseball League Inc. 

South Australian Baseball League Incorporated
Balance Sheet

As at 30 April 2008

ASSETS Note 30 April 2008 30 April 2007

Current Assets
Cash 2 $          199,097 $          190,618 
Receivables 3           32,337           46,719 
Other 4             1,976           10,703 

$          233,410 $          248,040 

Non Current Assets
Fixed Assets 5 $           44,096 $           51,292 

Total Assets $          277,506  $          299,332 

LIABILITIES

Current Liabilities

Creditors & Accruals 6
 
$           11,844 $           37,154 

Non Current 
Liabilities

Loan 7 $           70,000 $           70,000 

Total Liabilities $           81,844 $          107,154 

NET ASSETS $          195,662 $          192,178 

ACCUMULATED FUNDS 8 $          195,662 $          192,178 



South Australian Baseball League Incorporated
Detailed Income & Expenditure Statement

Year Ended 30 April 2008

INCOME 30 April 2008 30 April 2007
ABF Royalty                      -                 15,727 
Administration                      -                     405 
Australian Masters Games               32,704                     -   
Club Levies             228,714             192,012 
Development & Coaching Income               41,808               42,956 
Donation                 2,778                   200 
Event Income                 2,605                 8,274 
Grant - Dept of Rec & Sport             135,006               92,676 
Insurance               55,280               55,187 
Interest & Refund Fees                 9,322               10,852 
Major Lottery Income                      -                 14,700 
Other Income                    673                     90 
Sponsorship               11,500               21,923 
State Under 23                 1,619               16,408 
U12 International Series                      -                 10,481 
Umpire Income               39,633               34,237 
Youth Income             100,490               66,249 

TOTAL INCOME $662,132 $582,377

EXPENDITURE
Affiliation/Registration Fees 3,849 10,509
AGM Expenses 673 422
Annual Report Costs 1,105                     -   
Audit Fees 2,590 2,470
Australian Masters Games 4,716 619
Bad Debts Written Off 4,379                     -   
Bank Charges & Interest 458 490
Board Expenses 2,019 1,050
Bookkeeping Expenses 2,189 1,764
Capps Medal 24,505 16,520
Claxton Shield 27,248 17,004
Competition Expenses 2,997 2,774
Computer & Internet Expenses 2,441 866
Consultancy Expenses 18,923 20,000
Depreciation 14,893 11,046
Development & Coaching Expenses 70,598 51,234
Electricity                      -   -1,327
Entertainment                      -   725
Event Expenses 2,458 7,098
General Expenses                      -   1,173
Insurance 38,331 47,043
Interest Paid 178                     -   



Leasing Expenses 4,409 4,089
Major Lottery                      -   4,217
Memorabilia Purchases 458 250
Motor Vehicle Expenses 152 638
Payroll 218,790 197,796
Postage, Printing & Stationery 8,209 7,677
Promotions & Advertising 4,590 1,656
Recruitment Costs 1,188 956
Rents & Rates 11,045 8,019
Repairs & Maintenance 800 102
SABL/SASI Program 1,364                     -   
Seaton High School Grant 4,545                     -   
Sponsorship Expenses 169 450
Staff Amenities, Uniforms & Training 4,246 1,661
State Director of Coaching Expenses 9,260                     -   
State U23 Expenses 3,946 23,713
Telephone 13,420 14,118
Travel Expenses 5,341 5,999
Umpire Expenses 43,630 37,536
Under 12 Tournament Expenses 247 10,495
Youth Expenses 98,289 64,929

TOTAL EXPENDITURE $658,648 $575,781

NET PROFIT $3,484 $6,596



South Australian Baseball League Incorporated
Notes to and forming part of the Accounts

Year ended 30th April 2008

1. Statement of Accounting Policies

These Financial Statements are a special purpose financial report prepared in order to 
provide accounts which satisfy the requirements of the Associations Incorporation Act 1985 
to prepare accounts.

The Directors have determined that the association is not a reporting entity and, therefore, 
as there is no requirement to apply Accounting Standards and other mandatory professional 
reporting requirements (Urgent Issues Group Consensus Views) in the preparation and 
presentation of these statements, they have been adopted only to the extent shown in Note 
1 to the accounts.

The following Accounting Standards have been applied in the preparation of these 
statements:-

AAS 5: Materiality in Financial Statements
AAS 8: Events Occurring after Balance Date

No other Accounting Standards or other mandatory professional requirements (Urgent 
Issues Group Consensus Views) have been applied.

The Statements have been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Associations 
Incorporation Act 1985.

Note 30 April 2008 30 April 2007
 $ $

2. Cash  
Petty Cash  590  450
Undeposited Funds 500 0
Cash at Bank 81,032 59,677
 Term Deposit    118,065    130,942
  $ 200,187 $ 191,069
   

3. Receivables
Current:
Club Debtors  20,342  29,856
State Debtors (279) 5,278
Trade Debtors     12,274     11,585
  $  32,337 $  46,719
   

4. Other
Other Debtors   886    10,253
  $      886      $  10,253
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5. Fixed Assets
Office Equipment at Cost 49,816 42,121
Less Accumulated Depreciation     35,725     24,958
    $  14,091 $  17,163

Building Improvements 3,558 3,558
Less Accumulated Depreciation      2,621      2,314
  $      937 $   1,244

Outdoor Equipment 2,145 2,145
Less Accumulated Depreciation      2,145      2,145
  $          0    $          0

Photocopier (instalments) 19,701 19,701
Less Accumulated Depreciation    19,701    19,701
  $          0 $          0

 
 Sporting Equipment 38,181 38,181
 Less Accumulated Depreciation      9,114      5,296
  $  29,067  $  32,885

6. Current Liabilities
Other Creditors 10,234 37,948
GST Tax Refundable (2,182) (4,509)
Payroll Tax 2,790 2,715
Junior Team Funds      1,000      1,000
  $  11,842 $  37,154

7. Non Current Liabilities
Department of Recreation & Sport
Interest free loan  $  70,000   $  70,000

8. Members Accumulated Funds
Opening Accumulated Funds 192,178 185,582
Add Net Profit      3,484      6,596
Closing Net Accumulated Funds $ 195,662 $ 192,178
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INDEPENDENT AUDIT REPORT

The Members
South Australian Baseball League Incorporated

Scope

We have audited the attached special purpose financial report of the South Australian Baseball League 
Incorporated for the year ended 30th April 2008. 

The Directors are responsible for the preparation and presentation of the financial statements and the 
information contained therein, and have determined that the basis of accounting used and described 
in Note 1 to the financial statements is appropriate to meet the requirements of the Associations 
Incorporation Act 1985 and the needs of the Directors. We have conducted an Independent Audit of the 
Financial Statements in order to express an opinion to the Directors of the South Australian Baseball 
League Incorporated on their preparation and presentation. No opinion is expressed as to whether the 
basis of accounting used, and described in Note 1, is appropriate to the needs of the Directors.

The Financial Statements have been prepared for distribution to the Directors for the purpose of fulfilling 
the requirements of the Associations Incorporation Act 1985.  We disclaim any assumption of responsibility 
for any reliance on this report or on the Financial Statements prepared as a special purpose financial 
report to which it relates to any person other than the Directors, or for any purpose other than that for 
which it was prepared.

Our audit has been conducted in accordance with Australian Auditing Standards. Our procedures 
included examination, on a test basis, of evidence supporting the amounts and other disclosures in 
the financial report and the evaluation of significant accounting estimates.  Our audit was restricted 
to the books and records made available to us. We were unable to form an opinion as to actual cash 
receipts as this would require attendance on all occasions when income was received by South Australian 
Baseball League Incorporated. The procedures were undertaken to form an opinion as to whether, in all 
material respects, the Financial Statements are presented fairly in accordance with the accrual basis of 
accounting, applying Accounting Standards deemed necessary by the Directors in the circumstance, and 
the provisions of Miscellaneous Professional Statement APS 1 “Conformity with Statements of Accounting 
Concepts and Accounting Standards” relevant to a special purpose financial report, as described in Note 
1 to the Financial Statements.  Other mandatory professional reporting requirements (Urgent Issues 
Group Consensus views) have not been adopted. 

The audit opinion expressed in this report has been formed on the above basis.

Audit Opinion

In our opinion, the financial report presents fairly in accordance with applicable Accounting Standards 
and other mandatory professional reporting requirements the financial position of the South Australian 
Baseball League Incorporated as at 30th April 2008 and the results of its operations for the year then 
ended.  The Balance Sheet reveals an excess of assets over liabilities at 30th April 2008.

GIBSON & PARTNERS



  Development  Manager ’s  Report
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“The Importance of Sport

Sport is integral to Australia’s way of life, our view of our-
selves and how we are viewed by the rest of the world. It helps 
build the social cohesion that binds families, communities, 
regions and the nation. No other facet of our culture has the ca-
pacity to bring together so many different streams of Austral-
ian life in mutual joy and celebration.

At a local level, involvement in sport builds families as well 
as communities. Active parents provide positive role models 
for children for engaging in sport and for maintaining lifelong 
activity. As importantly, the parents who are involved in their 
children’s sport through coaching, umpiring and general vol-
unteering send a powerful message about the importance they 
place on sharing and valuing the efforts and interests of their 
children.

Sport has a range of benefits at both the community and 
individual level. At the community level sport brings people 
together, break downs barriers and unites those who may have 
nothing in common. Sport has a unique ability to transcend 
race, religion, gender and creed. It is truly a toll of social cohe-
sion.

At the individual level an involvement in sport from an early 
age can help build character and discipline in children that can 
be applied to other aspects of their lives. The precepts of hard 
work, self-esteem, good health, discipline and team work that 
are necessary to achieve success in any sporting endeavour can 
be translated to everyday life.”

Extract from the Australian Government Paper (The Rudd 
Labour Government) -  
Australian Sport: emerging challenges, new directions

Very good reasons to be involved in sport, and equally chal-
lenging to provide a product at the “grass roots” entry level of 
the sport of baseball for families and children to enjoy, which 
in turns increases the number of  participants which in turn al-
lows our major asset – the district clubs - to grow and prosper.

Above all else we constantly remind ourselves that “baseball is 
a game, and the very nature of a game is fun. When it ceases to 
be fun we will lose participants.”

With this in mind, Baseball SA has recognised the importance 
to support the clubs and has restructured internally to “free up” 
time for the development staff to become the “face of Baseball 
SA” and be a resource for all clubs to call on for assistance in 
the area of retention, recruitment and promotion. 

Further changes will become evident leading into season 
2008/09.

Throughout the 2007-08 season the development team, along 
with many volunteers continued to move the sport forward. 

I must congratulate and thank Ben Arthur – Baseball SA 
Development Officer – on his outstanding work with the T-
Ball groups, School Clinics and the Be Active School Clinic 
program. His enthusiasm and dedication to the “grass roots” 
of our sport is unquestioned, and has led to an exciting joint 
venture with Community Bridging Services (please refer to 
Development Officer’s Report).

Ben’s work often goes “un-noticed” by the baseball public 
however his professionalism, expertise and knowledge are a 
great asset to the baseball community.

Three highlights stand out for the Development Team for 
season 2007-08

• The formation and establishment of our newest club 
– The Gawler Rangers. 

The vision, hard work and “never say die” attitude of Barry 
O’Brien and Robert Laidlaw has lead to the formation of our 
newest baseball club – the Gawler Rangers, thus providing 
an opportunity for young children in the North of the State to 
become involved in baseball.

• The successfully implementation of Little League.

It was never going to be “plain sailing” however we have for 
the first time a product aimed at the “grass roots” entry level of 
the sport of baseball for families and children to enjoy – which 
as previously stated is a must to attract new participants to the 
sport. 

Whilst I am the first to “put my hand up” and acknowledge 
that the communication and the delivery seemed inconsistent 
at times, major structural changes have been put in place to 
aid with the development and growth of the sport at the grass 
roots. 

Regionalisation of the Little League Club competition into 
North and South has assisted the outer metropolitan clubs 
attract new “families” as we have reduced the need to travel 
“across town” to play games. 

The implementation of the “smaller baseball” has allowed 
young players to “grip” the ball correctly which has aided 
coaches with teaching the correct throwing techniques. The 
flow on from this change is the increased confidence the young 
player has when pitching as his control has increased which 
has also assisted increasing the confidence of the opposing 
batter (more strikes to swing at vs worried about being hit) and 
the confidence of his team mate – the catcher.
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The success of the State’s two representative teams at the 
recent inaugural National Little League Championships – with 
our Southern All-Star Team finishing runner’s up and Mt Gam-
bier finishing 5th – has provided a great launching pad for next 
season and highlights the strength of the Little League concept 
– “Little League is based around growing and rewarding local 
clubs and their communities – it’s not about the strongest and 
most talented players, it’s about growing the local club and 
rewarding its players.”

• Our ability to host quality events and tournaments 
has lead to increased exposure of our athletes to international 
competition and the opportunity to travel overseas.

The continued efforts of the volunteers of the Woodville Base-
ball Club to provide a magnificent playing surface and envi-
ronment plus the friendship and kindness of the Baseball SA 
community to open their homes to international visitors over 
the Christmas period meant Bob Williams – President of Good-
will Series Inc – had no hesitation in increasing his number of 
teams from the US to four and contemplate bringing a senior 
team from China. Although the China experiment provided 
some headaches the success of this year’s tournament in pro-
viding quality opposition for our all of our Youth State Teams 
plus the Under 23’s and Claxton Shield team was invaluable. 
This year’s success has already meant that next year’s dates are 
already locked in.

The success of the IBA Tokyo Boy’s visits to Adelaide the past 
two January’s has lead to an invitation by the IBA Tokyo Boy’s 
for Baseball SA to visit Japan. At the time of writing this report 
twelve young South Australian baseballer’s – aged 12 and un-
der are preparing for a trip of a lifetime. I must thank the South 
Australian families who have billeted the Japanese players 
the past two years and the work of Bob Baker and his coach-
ing team ensuring their experience has been so enjoyable they 
extended the invitation to visit the land of the rising sun.

This being said we all continue to debate the merits of “elite 
sports vs. community (participating) sport”. Instead we need to 
embrace and recognise the vital link between the two. The real-
ity is that our elite sport system only prospers when we have a 
strong talent base on which to draw from and as equally impor-
tant is to have high performing role models in our sport which 
encourages children to take up our sport of baseball and aspire 
to reach their own dreams. It’s my belief our sport of Baseball 
provides a pathway that will assist us to grow the sport.

Greater responsibility and direction has been given to our State 
Director of Coaching – Ron Harvey OAM. I personally thank 
Ron for his efforts during the past 12 months and congratulate 
him on his Order of Australian Medal for service to baseball, 
particularly as a coach educator and instructor, as a selector and 
to junior player development.

Our elite youth programs are in good hands, and I thank all 
Coaches, Players and Parents at all age groups on represent-
ing their State during the past year (especially those athletes, 

coaches and families associated with the State Under 14 Team 
– thanks for your patience and support during those “rainy 
days” in Lismore). Ron’s commitment and enthusiasm will 
ensure our Youth State Elite Programs continue to evolve and 
move our Coaches and Athletes to the next level. An exam-
ple of this is the success of the Level 2 Coach Accreditation 
Course Ron coordinated during this year – the first such course 
held in South Australia for some 10 years.

I would like to thank the staff and Board of Directors at Base-
ball SA for their support of me and my role within the team 
– in particular our CEO Paul Begg (even though he made me 
“cry” when I was an up and coming bat boy for Glenelg at 
Norwood Oval in 1975).

Finally to the thousands of volunteers across this state who en-
sure our sport has a “heart that beats strongly” – what we strive 
to achieve would be all in vain without the passion shown by 
you all.

“The only way to prove you’re a good sport is to lose”

Ernie Banks – Chicago Cubs Infielder 1953-71

“In the beginning, there was no baseball. But ever since there 
have been few beginnings as good as the start of a new base-
ball season. It is the most splendid time in sport.”

B. J. Phillips -Time Magazine 1981

Paul Chandler
Development Manager
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With the support of T-Ball and Baseball Clubs across the state, 
opportunities for young people to become involved in our great 
game continue to grow.

Once again, Baseball SA has focused on the promotion of our 
game through the Be Active School Clinic program.  In the 
twelve months from May 2007, Baseball SA has seen over 
13,000 Primary and Secondary students across metropolitan 
and regional South Australia.  Through these sessions, Baseball 
SA has rolled out the nationally developed Yard Ball program, 
aimed at bridging the gap between T-Ball and Little League.  
These sessions could not be possible if it were not for the 
support of our casual coaching team.  Made up of local and 
overseas players, they are the face of Baseball SA, and do an 
outstanding job in promoting our sport.

In an exciting development, Baseball SA has joined forces with 
Community Bridging Services to provide a T-Ball experience 
for children with special needs through the T-Ball Fun Project.  
Through funding received from the Office for Recreation and 
Sport, T-Ball Fun provides students with the opportunity to 
improve their skills, fitness and knowledge of the game and 
continue involvement in the sport through linking with base-
ball and softball clubs.  T-Ball is a game that can be adapted 
to enable players of varying fitness and abilities to participate 
and have fun.  It is envisaged that baseball SA will continue to 
work with a number of schools in providing long-term oppor-
tunities for children with special needs.

Baseball SA’s involvement in the Australian Sports Commis-
sion’s Active After-school Communities program continues to 
grow and benefit clubs across Adelaide.  Accredited coaches 
promoted and taught the skills of Baseball in twenty six 
schools last period, an increase of close to forty percent.  It is 
pleasing to observe many clubs providing coaches for the ses-
sions in their local schools, as well as recruiting players to their 
T-Ball and Little League squads.

Ben Arthur
Development Officer
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My goal is to see the re-emergence of South Australian base-
ball. 
My theme and driving force is simple, “How does it benefit 
South Australia?”

I believe it has been a progressive year for baseball coaching 
in South Australia. It has seen the tapping into the coach-
ing pool that has existed in our state for a number of years. 
These experienced, successful coaches have given of their 
time to instruct our youth players and coaches in a range of 
programmes. The overall affect can be seen in the gradual 
emergence of South Australian teams.

Particular thanks must be given to the support given by Tony 
Harris and Wally Marks. These gentlemen through their vast 
experience pass on the latest strategies and techniques and 
their contribution has been enormous. I need to also recognise 
Damien Shanahan coach of the Victorian Academy pro-
gramme who recently visited Adelaide to work with our Level 
2 coaches.

Once again a level 1 course was offered to all clubs. Woodville 
District Baseball Club took up the option of hosting the course 
and it is hoped that in the upcoming season further clubs elect 
to have all coaches accredited. If the standard of playing is to 
increase it is essential that clubs support this endeavour. The 
course is user friendly and has a greater emphasis on the skills 
of baseball.

2008 began with the introduction of the BEES development 
programme where a total of 84 youth players committed to the 
off season programme that focused on an strength training and 
the building of arm strength during the first phase. Hitting had 
been identified as a general weakness in our squad so each boy 
had two hitting sessions a week

Following this off season programme state squad tryouts com-
menced and the state teams were selected.

In November our state preparation entered into a three day 
training camp based on the ABF Academy camp. The play-
ers were involved in skill training in the morning and then 
scrimmaged in the afternoon. This put our preparation ahead 
of previous years and gave us a great lead in to the “Goodwill 
Series” at Woodville.

Our state junior results were a sound indicator of our progress.

An upcoming highlight will be the beginning of a regional 
programme in Naracoorte in May. Coaches and umpires will 
visit the region to run umpire and coaching accreditation 
courses along with the introduction of “Yardball” and Little 
League.

It is my intention to introduce coaching evenings where 
all club senior and junior coaches will be invited to attend 
evenings to listen to topics chosen by our coaching pool. 

Our game is evolving and we need to update better teaching 
methodology.

I also invite any coach to take up my invitation to work in 
state programmes in an assisting capacity. This is a great way 
to qualify for the necessary updating criteria of the national 
coaching accreditation scheme.

I openly encourage all clubs to commit to getting all club 
coaches accredited. This can be organised by a simple phone 
call to Baseball SA.

Ron Harvey
State Director of Coaching



Philosophy and Overview
The SASI Baseball program is driven by a philosophy of 
providing a comprehensive year-round baseball experience that 
maintains a level of performance competitive at state, national 
and international levels.  The foundations of the SASI Baseball 
program are work ethic, dedication and the development of 
each individual scholarship holder. All SASI Baseball program 
staff, service providers and scholarship holders are expected at 
all times to operate in a manner that is professional and condu-
cive to achievement and success at the highest level.  
Core Values/Principles 
 “Commitment to excellence, to time, to Baseball”.

Objectives
• To provide the necessary program for SASI    
 athletes 
 to reach their maximum potential in the    
               physical, psychological,
 personal and technical.
• To provide SASI athletes and coaches with    
 the maximum possible support in terms of    
 sports science and research.
• To provide the necessary support systems    
 to maximise SASI athletes’ ability to perform
 at their highest level in competition and    
 training.

Once again our main focus was to increase speed, arm strength, 
fundamentals and overall conditioning. Education in, drugs in 
sport, time management, driver education, nutrition and sports 
psychology.

The training sessions concentrated on strength and physical 
conditioning as well as pitchers’ bull pens lives hitting in the 
indoor cage and fundamentals in all positions.

The athletes worked three days a week indoor (hitting and 
pens), outdoor (fielding and defensive work), plus in the 
gym under the supervision of the Head Coach, gym staff and 
Strength and Conditioning Co-ordinator Michael Riggs.

SASI also offers its facilities and back up support to the profes-
sionals when they are back in Australia. This helps them to 
prepare for any National representation and their next profes-
sional season.

For further information on our program, please check out the 
SASI baseball home page. http://www.recsport.sa.gov.au/sasi/
baseball.html

FITNESS, STRENGTH & CONDITIONING PROGRAM
Individual programs have been implemented and are presently 
concentrating on improving general fitness levels and strength 
for each athlete. Each program is designed for a specific out-
come. Being able to peak at certain times for competition. A 
great emphasis is being placed on core strength, how to control 
your abdominal muscles and to be able to switch these muscles 
on when required.

NATIONAL TEAM TARGETED PLAYERS
The following players have been targeted for National Team 
selection in 2007-2008:
Junior Team – Chris Doyle, Dylan Child, Angus Roeger, Bro-
die Wyatt, Wilson Lee and Daniel Lee
Senior Team – Tom Brice, Adrian Burnside, Dusan Ruzic, Tom 
Brice and Paul Mildren, Stefan Welch

MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL AUSTRALIAN ACAD-
EMY PROGRAM
To commence in June athletes throughout Australia have been 
offered scholarships for this 8 week program. Live in tutors 
and teachers will be available to continue the athletes school-
ing while in camp.

Following the 2007 Nationals the following players were of-
fered scholarships to the Academy.
Chris Doyle, Dylan Child, Ben Lodge, Josh Tols, Mitchell 
Fienemann, Angus Roeger and Josh Golotta

Following the 2008 Nationals the following players were of-
fered scholarships to the Academy.
Chris Doyle, Dylan Child, Angus Roeger, Daniel Lee, Brodie 
Wyatt, Jackson Lodge and Wilson Lee

COLLEGE ATHLETES
SASI athletes who attended Colleges in the US.
Tyrone Hambly – Oklahoma State University.
Scott Gladstone – University of Tennessee Martin
Shaun Pearce – Citrus College in California
Tim Day – Illinois Valley CC

SATELLITE PROGRAM
SASI/SABL satellite program in Mount Gambier, three-month 
off-season programs giving the country athletes extra work lo-
cally and giving some relief from travelling to Adelaide.

  S .A.S.I   Report
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SASI ATHLETE OF THE YEAR
Josh Tols was named the SASI athlete of the year for his out-
standing achievements throughout the year, which included
 • Represented  South Australia in the Under 18  
  National Championships – Geelong 2007
 • Represented South Australia In the Under 23  
  National Championships - Queensland
 • South Australian team for the Australian   
  Schoolboys National Championship- 
  Geelong
 • Australian Academy Selection – Gold Coast   
  2007
 • Schoolboys Australian Team – Canada 2007
 • Selected to the Senior S.A. Claxton Shield   
  Squad 2007-8
 • Messenger Newspaper Athlete of the Month   
  Award.

Josh’s work ethic and desire to succeed was second to none.

SMARTPLAY GOODWILL SERIES 
In December the Goodwill Series was held at the Woodville 
District Baseball Club against the Goodwill Baseball Academy 
who are affiliated with some Major League organisations. 
The three visiting teams from the US and a Team from China 
participated in the Series. They played against S.A.’s under 
14, 16 and 18 teams, plus the SA Claxton Shield Team. Just 
like to acknowledge the Woodville District Baseball Club for 
continually doing a great job in areas such as behind the bar, at 
the canteen and the up keep of the ground. The ground looks 
immaculate and is like carpet to play on. Once again great 
tournament and lead up for the Nationals in January 2008.

Warwick Marks
S.A.S.I. Head Baseball Coach

 SASI Report  (Continued)
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  Youth Operat ions Report
The Baseball SA Youth season for 2007/2008 commenced with 
the winter off season Development programmes. Thanks to 
Paul Chandler and Ron Harvey for their hard work and efforts.
        
The SASI Baseball Scholarship programme was run once again 
in the off season for our elite players by Head Coach, Warwick 
Marks who will report on this separately in this Annual Report. 

The Secondary SA Schoolboys team participated in the 2007 
National Schoolboys Championships held in May at Geelong, 
Victoria. Thank you to all Coaches and the Manager who made 
this possible.

This season was the inaugural year for the Australian Little 
League in which all states participated and it replaced our U12 
Divisions.  The ABF joined with Little League International to 
start up this most popular world wide program to promote and 
increase players in our sport.

It was new to everyone here in Australia especially with the cut 
off birth date being 1 May instead of 31 December which, for 
starters, threw the cat amongst the pigeons.  Players were older 
(Major League), baselines were shorter (60’), pitch counts 
were more (75), the balls were smaller (81/2”) and new rules 
were to be learned.  

The SA Little League was divided into Metro and Regional 
Districts. The metro area was divided into the Northern Ad-
elaide and Southern Adelaide Districts. They played within 
their own Districts during the regular season.  

Little League (LL) also established Tournament games - in 
addition to our Sunday games. The best of each District were 
selected from the Tornado’s LL Development program to rep-
resent their District in the Metro All Star game series.  

The Little League Southern All Stars played off against the 
Northern All Stars and won the series with a two game sweep 
to represent SA Metro in the inaugural National LL Champi-
onships.  The Northern All Stars are proposed to play against 
Victoria in June.

The Mt.Gambier All Stars won over the Riverland All Stars 
to be the SA Regional representative.  The Nationals will be 
played in Queensland in early June.  The winners will go on to 
the Asia Pacific LL Championships at Hong Kong in July.  

Our Development Manager, Paul Chandler, did a superb job 
in getting this new League off the ground.  His dedication to 
seeing this through all challenges – in addition to his other 
numerous duties – was and is highly commendable.

Our Summer Season commenced in October with LL initiated 
into our fixtures.  The season was cut short due to Easter being 
early this year and fewer games were played.

A Program Booklet was distributed early in the season with 
only the Div 1 & Div 2 fixtures and Club information, but 

included up to date Playing Rules and Conditions.  It’s the 
earliest it has been distributed. Other Division’s fixtures were 
accessed from the Baseball SA website with up to date changes 
due to teams being added or withdrawn early in the season.  It 
worked well – the web is proving to be a valuable tool to the 
operations of our sport.

The Youth Club Delegates input and feedback in many areas 
before and during the season was invaluable and positive. Bob 
and I, again, most sincerely thank all Club Delegates for their 
attendance, input and support outside committee meetings. A 
great bunch of baseball orientated people.

State Team open tryouts commenced in August for U14, U16 
and U18 teams. They trained prior to and through the regular 
season in addition to their club training sessions to compete in 
the pre-tournament Goodwill Series before heading of to their 
respective National Championships.

The Goodwill Series was held at the Woodville District Base-
ball Club between our Youth State Teams and Goodwill Teams 
from the USA which was held at the end of December. 

Thank you to the Management and Staff of the Baseball SA 
Office, the hard working Woodville Committee, Bob Williams 
- USA - and all volunteers for this important series. Thank you 
also to the Umpires and Scorer’s. 

The billet families, again, must be thanked for taking a guest 
into your home from the USA, it is greatly appreciated. It 
would not work without your help. State Coaches still agree 
that this series prepares our State Teams for the Nationals. It 
continues to be very much part of the Baseball SA year and the 
youth culture of this State.

The State Teams departed in early January 2008 with the U14’s 
to Lismore, NSW, U16’s at Redlands, Qld, and the U18’s to 
Perth.  We want to thank the Players, Coaches, Executive Of-
ficers, the SABL Office and all supportive parents both finan-
cially and physically for being there for these games. 

The U14s National ‘A’ Championships were rained out – the 
first time in ABF history.  They returned home without touch-
ing the diamond as it was under water.  They did get their 
chance to play their Championship games and represent our 
State in April at the Cheltenham Baseball Club in Melbourne 
and finishing fourth in the series.

The U16s National ‘AA’ Championships almost had their 
games rained out as well, but with some hard work and efforts 
by the Queensland clubs and cooperation of all involved, they 
went ahead – commuting between the Redlands and Ipswich 
Baseball Clubs.  We had our best finish in a very long time 
coming second to WA and bringing home the Silver Medal.  
Congratulations to all involved.
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The U18s played their National “AAA” Championships at 
Tom Bateman Reserve, Baseball Park, WA.  The weather was 
kind to them on the west coast as all games were played as 
scheduled. SA finished fifth of the eight teams participating.

Post tournament debriefs and meetings have been held to ad-
dress all areas with the State Director of Coaching and staff. 
Together with the support of Club Coaches and the State 
Coaching Panel, we will continue to pursue improvement and 
progress in all areas, especially in the off season programmes. 
Participation in these programs will go along way in preparing 
our players for the 2009 Nationals. Thank you to every one 
involved with the State Youth teams.

Bob and I would like to congratulate all Youth Champion-
ship teams and Medal winners for 2007/2008 season and 
hoped they enjoyed the season and had fun. They were all 
presented at the Junior Capps Medal Presentation held again in 
Adelaide’s Olympic Hall. It was another great night that will 
continue to grow and improve as a baseball showcase. A well 
done to Paul Chandler and Baseball SA staff. 

Bob and I again sincerely thank President Kevin Jennings, our 
fellow Directors, CEO Paul Begg, and all Baseball SA Staff 
for their input, work and support during the season. We could 
not do without their fantastic hard work and efforts. Lastly, 
thank you to the many volunteers who put in their free time.
 
Baseball in this State continues to move forward with a Home 
Ground facility still on the horizon, the announcement of a 
new National League and a great financial position that Base-
ball SA is in. Numbers are increasing thanks to the work being 
put in by all. 

Baseball in South Australia must continue to pull together and 
work hard to achieve the best results for the game now and in 
the future.

Jim Wilton   Bob Neiswander
Vice President  Youth Director
Youth Director
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P o r t  A d e l a i d e  d e f e a t e d  G l e n e l g 

Port Adelaide claimed the 2007/2008 South Australian Baseball League 
Division 1 Coopers Grand Final – 2 games to 1 – against a very worthy 
opponent in Glenelg.

As Glenelg finished higher on the ladder at the end of the minor round 
the Grand Final took place at the home of the Tigers – Anderson Re-
serve Glenelg North.

Game 1 took place on Saturday afternoon, with Ryan Murphy taking the 
mound for the visitors and Tristan Stevens likewise for the home team 
in very hot (38°C) overcast windy conditions.
Port Adelaide opened the scoring in the third inning with 2 runs being 
scored on a home run by Ryan Murphy. Jaron van Dyke was on bases 
after a single to center field.

The score remained the same until the top of the fifth inning when hits 
to Josh Cakebread, a fielder’s choice to Chris Sims, a double to Todd 
Langman, a home run to Ross Bament, a double to Gruetner, a triple to 
Rackebrandt and a throwing error saw 6 runs cross the plate. Glenelg 
remained scoreless in the bottom of the fifth.

Port Adelaide scored 2 more runs in the sixth and one in the seventh 
while Glenelg scored 1 in the sixth and four in the seventh when Luke 
Thompson was hit by a pitched ball, Jae Jang walked, Matt Davis 
singled and Ben Hilterbrand hit a home run. Final Score – Port Adelaide 
11 def. Glenelg 5.

Both teams returned Sunday morning to take the field in game 2 – a 
must win situation for Glenelg. The game was played in extremely hot 
conditions with Jay Ziersch starting for the Tigers while Jaron van Dyke 
started on the mound for Port Adelaide.

Port Adelaide scored I run in the top of the second on a home run by 
Mark Gruetner and was their only run for the game. Jay Ziersch com-
pleted the game for the win which was called on a mercy rule by plate 
umpire Blake Halligan. Ziersch’s figures for the game were 6 innings 
pitched; giving up 3 hits, there was one error, 4 strikeouts, 2 hit batters 
and no walks.

Glenelg scored 3 runs in the bottom of the first, 8 runs in the second, 2 
runs in the fifth and 3 runs in the bottom of the sixth. Glenelg recorded 
16 hits in 6 innings by Ben Hilterbrand (3), Dale Ziersch (2), Dan 
Wilson (2), Jamie Kloeden (2), Jae Jang (1), Ben Dixon (1), David 
Gauthier (1) and Adam Shaw (3). Dan Wilson homered in the fifth and 
David Gauthier homered in the sixth. Final Score – Glenelg 16 def. Port 
Adelaide 1.

Game three was played in extremely hot conditions with Robert Wilson 
taking the mound for Port Adelaide and Chris Lawson for Glenelg.

Port Adelaide scored early in the first when Josh Cakebread doubled to 
right field Chris Sims flied out advancing Cakebread who then scored on 
a single by van Dyke. Glenelg quickly responded with two runs when 
Ben Hilterbrand walked, Dale Ziersch was hit by the pitch and both 
advanced to 2nd and 3rd when the pitcher balked. Dan Wilson singled to 
left field and both Hilterbrand and Dale Ziersh scored.

Port Adelaide scored one in the second when Gruetner scored on a sin-
gle by Josh Cakebread. Port also scored in the third when Ryan Murphy 
homered. Glenelg could only reply with one run in the third when Dan 
Wilson scored on a single by Jae Jang.

Port’s bats ran hot in the fourth when Cakebread doubled to right field, 
Sims walked, van Dyke homered, Todd Langman singled to left field 
and Bament singled to center field. Danny Page took over from Lawson 
as the Glenelg pitcher and Gruetner singled to center field scoring Lang-
man. Glenelg did not respond although leaving two runners on base.
Port did not score in the fifth while Glenelg scored with Dale Ziersch 
walking, advancing to second on a wild pitch and scoring on Jamie 
Kloeden’s double to left field.

The sixth innings saw Port Adelaide leave two runners on base while 
Jaron van Dyke replaced Robert Wilson on the mound. Glenelg failed to 
score after hits to Ben Hilterbrand and Dale Ziersch were left stranded 
on base.

Three up and three down for Port Adelaide in the top of the seventh 
while Jae Jang homered for Glenelg in the bottom of the seventh to 
make the score 7 to 5 in favour of Port Adelaide at the seventh inning 
stretch.

Top of the eighth saw a walk to van Dyke. Tim Johnson replaced van 
Dyke as a pinch runner, Ryan Murphy doubled to center field scoring 
Johnson. Todd Langman doubled to left field scoring Murphy. Ross Ba-
ment singled to right field advancing Langman to third. Mark Gruetner 
struck out and Langman scored on an error by third base.

Glenelg failed to reply in the eighth and ninth inning while Port Ad-
elaide scored one run in the ninth from a Chris Sims homer. Final score 
– Port Adelaide 11 def. Glenelg 5.
Josh Cakebread from the Port Adelaide club took out the Grand Final 
Series most valuable player award for 3 outstanding games.
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Winner
Michael Ewart

Baseball SA hosted The Capps Medallion Dinner at  The Park Convention Centre (AAMI 
Stadium)  With an attendance of 400 guests including sponsors, Life Members, past Capps 
Medallists, Club Officials, players, partners and supporters. An enjoyable and entertaining 
evening hosted once again for the sixth year by Brent Felice, the event was a night to re-
member. 

Michael Ewart claimed the 2007/08 Capps Medallion.

Baseball SA Staff 
Back Row (L-R) - Lauren Hill, Ben Arthur, Paul Chandler, Ron Harvey  
Front Row (L-R) - Derek Slater, Kevin Jennings, Paul Begg, Jim Wilton 



2007/08 Claxton Shield Action

Back Row (L-R) - Andrew Scott, Drew Miller, Michael Forbes, Ryan Murphy, 
Nathan Davison (Coach), Blake Halligan (Umpire) 

Front Row (L-R) -  Dale Ziersch, Ben Wigmore, Darren Fidge, Leigh Chenoweth, 
David Chacon, Greg Chapman (Umpire) 

Absent - Stefan Welch, Nick Trainor, Adam Hawes

2007/08 All Star Team
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League Medal Winner Club 
Under 18 Don Rice League Claude Pearce Medal Hayden McGearey Glenelg 
Under 16 (1) Greg Elkson League Len C Poole Medal Chad Barmby Woodville

Under 16 (2) Dave Mundy League 
Len C Poole Medal Andrew Scott

Simon Evreniadis
Goodwood
Sturt 

Under 14 (1) Kevin Greatrex 
League 

Don Carter Medal Matthew Phillips
Nathan van der Linden 

GGCD
West Torrens 

Under 14 (2) Max Puckett League Alan Waldron Medal Jesse Toepfer Port Adelaide 
Little League Major North 
Little League Major South

Ron Macbeth Medal 
Ron Macbeth Medal 

Sean Hee
Matthew Scharenberg

Northern Districts
West Torrens 

Little League Major North 
Little League Major South

Ron Chandler Medal 
Ron Chandler Medal

Matthew Howell
Brodie Macbeth 

GGCD
Sturt 

Under 18 State Team Most Valuable Player Dylan Child 
Chris Doyle

Woodville
Woodville 

Under 16 State Team Most Valuable Player Jackson Lodge Woodville 
Under 14 State Team Most Valuable Player ---------------------- ------------------
Most Consistent player Don Klaebe Medal Brodie Wyatt Woodville

Sports in Focus 
The Brewers Masters Inc 

Most Improved
SA Future Player Award

Jarryd Klemm
Dylan Child 

East Torrens
Woodville 

The Junior Medal Presentation was once again held at the Olympic House on the 7th of March. The event was a great 
success with a record attendance over 400. Baseball SA and the Baseball community acknowledges the junior players 
in Baseball from Little League  through to the Under 18’s. Acknowledgement was also given to the State players (Little 
League All Stars U14,16,and U18) awarding MVP’s for teams. Baseball SA would like to congratulate all players on 
such a successful season and looks forward to the season ahead.  



 

 Ronald Leonard Harvey OAM

When did you find out about the award?
I was firstly notified in July 2007 when I received a letter from 
the Governor General asking if I would accept the nomination 
and award. I have since found out that the process had been in 
the pipeline for a while, and have made enquiries through the 
people who had been on the nomination. To this day I have 
absolutely no idea who nominated me. 

What is the award?
The award is the “Order of Australia Medal” and is for services 
to baseball 
What did you feel like when you found out about it?
At the time of receiving the official letter I was in a state of 
shock and simply put it into my drawer for three days periodi-
cally looking at it. When I came back to earth I showed it to 
my wife and eventually sent back the correspondence accept-
ing the award. 

I remember my initial feeling of not being worthy and then 
I was overcome with the feeling that someone had taken the 
time to recognise me and then to nominate. Humble is a word 
that I use often and intend it to be known that I accept this 
award for baseball and while doing so recognise the influence 
many people have had giving me opportunities. - Brian Scott, 
Brian Cakebread, Max Puckett, Darren Garrick, Chet Gray, 
John Galloway, Alan Tanner, Steve Gilmore, Wally Marks, 
Alan Waldron, Gary Coward, Paul Begg, Claude Pearce, 
Geoff Robertson along with the whole baseball fraternity who 
have given me such support. Obviously all of the people at 
the West Torrens Baseball Club.

When did you receive the award?
I received the award on April 2nd this year at a ceremony at 
Government House. It was one of the 3 days it took to per-
form all of the presentations to South Australians. There was 
then a dinner for all people who had received the same awards 
in previous years. A type of alumni.

Baseball Background

South Australian Baseball League Coaching and playing-: 
Played for the West Torrens’ baseball club 1970 – 1988

West Torrens Baseball Club 1971 – 1995 
Division 1 and Division 2 coach
 - Winning 68 consecutive games   
 - Winning 8 of the previous 10 Division 1 
  District competition premierships    
 - Coaching 5 consecutive Super League seasons  
  and winning 3 titles

Port Adelaide Baseball Club – Coach 3 years
1987/88 – 1988/89 Assistant coach of the Claxton Shield Team

Adelaide Giants Baseball Team
 - 1990 appointed Head coach of the newly   
  formed Adelaide Giants that played in the
   Australian Baseball League

Australian Baseball League.
 - 1995 – 1990 Coaching staff of the Adelaide   
  Giants
 - Baseball Operations Manager Adelaide Giants  
  1989 responsible for on field performance and  
  recruiting

Australian Teams.
 - I was the first baseball coach 
  accepted into the Australian 
  Institutes Bachelor of Coaching                                                                                       
  Programme
 - 1983 began coaching at an international level
 - Toured to Georgia Southern University   
  – toured New York
 - 1984 Toured to Georgia Southern University
 - 1985 appointed to the position of Assistant   
  Coach 
  to the Australian Under 19 National Youth        
                  AAA team that participated in the World Youth  
  Championships in Albany New York
 - 1986 Head Coach of the National Youth AAA  
  team, which participated in the World Youth   
  Championships in Windsor Canada
 - 1987 Coaching staff of the Australian AAA   
  team that competed in the World Youth 
  Championships in Windsor Canada
 - 1988 Assistant coach of the Australian 
  National AAA team that competed in 
  Trois Riviere where Australia won its first   
  medal – bronze
 - Participated in the inaugural Australian
  Baseball Federation 
  Development Squad. Continued                                                                                           
              participating in this programme for a number  
  of years in various roles that ranged from 
  Coaching to a Managerial role
 - 1990 Head Coach of the first Australian   
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 Honoured on January 26th 2008

 -  Baseball Federation Centre of Excellence   
  team which toured the United States
 - 1991 Manager of the Australian Children
  who were chosen to participate in the World
  Children’s Baseball Fair. I was used as an 
  on field coach by the International Baseball
  Association as Coaching Coordinator
 - 1992 assistant coach of the Australian AAA   
  team that played in the World Youth 
  Tournament                                                                                          
              in Monterrey Mexico. The team also 
  competed in the “Rainbow Tournament” in   
  Hawaii
 - 1993 assistant coach of  the Australian AAA   
  team that competed in the World 
  Youth Tournament in Windsor Ontario                                                                                
 - 1994 assistant coach of the Australian team   
  that competed firstly in American Samoa 
  and then competed in the Area Code 
  games in California
 - 1995 assistant coach in the Australian team   
  that toured Florida and then competed 
  in the Area Code Games in California
 - Received a citation from the government 
  of the United states of America for being 
  a sport’s ambassador

South Australian Underage State Teams:
 - 1987/88 named Youth Coach of the Year
 - 1987 inception in 1989
 - I have taken many roles in the programme   
  – Assistant coach
 - SABL board member with the portfolio of   
  baseball  elite development
 - Head coach in the interim of Chet Gray’s   
  departure and the appointment of a new 
  coach/88 winners  of the Under 18 
  Australian championship
 - 16 years coaching South Australian Youth   
  Teams Under 18 and Under 16 teams
 - Coaching coordinator Talent ID Spring   
  Training Camp Immanuel School
 - Year 7 training camp Fort Largs 
  coaching coordinator

South Australian Sport’s Institute:
 - Formulated the South Australian Baseball   
  Sport’s  Plan
 - I worked in the baseball programme at the   
  South Australian Institute of Sport since 
  its inception Head coach of SASI  

Coaching Development:
- Level 3 coach Australian Baseball Federation 
 Coaching accreditation
- Lectured to coaches participating in the Australian   
 Baseball Federation Level 1 and Level 2 courses
- Member of the South Australian Coaches Association

 - Member of the Coaching Coordinators 
  committee to produce the SA play book
 - Coaching assessment – reporting to Shayne   
  Bennett  about our coaches performance as   
  well as provide the coaches with input.
 - Coordinator for all youth team programmes   
  held at the Australian Institute of Sport. 
  Liaising with

AIS personnel:
 - Planned and distributed the first Australian   
  Youth team play book
 - 2006 – 2008 South Australia “State Director   
  of Coaching.” 2007 – 2008 U16 State team   
  head coach.
Administration Australian level:
 - Australian Baseball Federation Youth 
  Secretary 4 years 1988 – 1992
 - Manager World Children’s Baseball Fair
 - 1990 Coordinator Under 14 Pre tournament   
  clinic. Liaison with Major League Baseball
 - Organizational Manager Under 18 Training   
  camp Port Adelaide
 - A member of the ABF’s Technical 
  Committee for 12 years where I edited the   
  baseball magazine. Helped write the level 
  1 + 2 Coaching accreditation manuals
 - Along with Chet Gray compiled the ABF’s   
  drill and play book.
 - Co-author of the current Academy manual   
  where I developed a checklist of skills 
  required for ever position of baseball along   
  with hitting, base running, visualization 
  and psychology
Administration South Australian Baseball League:
 - Board member for a period of 18 months   
  where I was responsible for the Elite 
  Development Portfolio.                                                           
 - President of the West Torrens Baseball Club   
  3 years
 - Vice President of the West Torrens Baseball   
  Club 6 years
 - Life Member West Torrens Baseball Club
 - Life Member South Australian Baseball   
  League

“As you can see from Ron’s vast baseball knowledge and 
experience he totally deserves his Order of Australia Award. 
I find with Ron that he is always approachable and willing 
to talk on any baseball subject plus he is very passionate and 
honest about it. From a historical point of view see how he has 
kept his records of achievements, if only we all did this.”

Gordon Penhall



  Masters  /  Memorabi l ia  Report 

South Australian Baseball League Inc. 

Firstly congratulations to Ron Harvey for his award.
Another year has gone and what have I achieved, not as much 
as I hoped for. Still no web site but the Hall of Fame is moving 
again.

The 1st Australasian Masters Games [11th AMG] and our first 
SABL History book has slowed me down, that with the shock 
of being diagnosed with Parkinson which has in it self created 
other visions and future problems. The positives have included 
the great success of the Australasian Masters Games and the 
great memorabilia I have found, some of which will get into 
our published history books.

The time consuming part is that I am reading the articles in 
the scrapbooks that are lent to me to digitally photocopy. I find 
plenty about our great caricatures’ in baseball; this weekend 
for instance I have read an article about Max Galloway, what 
a tremendous person and family man. A great eulogy by Alan 
Waldron

I have copied Peter Thompson’s and Warren Charles scrap-
book and am hoping to be doing the four books on Neil Page 
which were meticulous done by his mother and have some 
great pictures in them. Neil was one of Australia’s greatest 
baseball pitchers’ with a tremendous drop ball which I faced in 
my first brief at bat at Norwood Oval. I watched in awe as Neil 
struck me out with that bloody ball dropping in the strike zone 
at a right angles.

Adelaide Masters Metro League
The Monday night competition was won by the Goodwood 
Chiefs over the Adelaide Brewers 6 to 3 in a great game by the 
Chiefs. 

Alan Russell the starting pitcher for the Chiefs did an excellent 
job restricting the Brewers to 3 runs then closer Ian Braddock 
finished of the game with his renowned round arm curves.

“Braddo” also stared in some great plays at short stop capping 
of a stellar season with the best and fairest award.

The Brewers could not get past Alan “Bluey” Russell, Ian 
“Braddo” Braddock or the plays of third baseman Graham 
“Langers” Langley.

National
The 1st Australasian Masters Games was held in October 2007 
at Woodville, West Torrens and Goodwood Baseball Clubs. 
This event only gets stronger each time we hold the event and 
is a credit to all the clubs and volunteers involved with the 
long process. It will be interesting to see if we have a home 
ground to hold the event in 2011. When a club does it well 
they get the cash rewards that come with success and having 
two diamonds close to the city is a must have.
Congratulations to my masters club the Adelaide Brewers that 
won gold in Divisions 1 and 3.

Baseball SA History
Robert Laidlaw and I are still trying to get Division One pre-
miership photos from clubs plus any other ones of interest but 
it is a very hard slog. In particular I would like to thank Jamie 
Bushell and Greg Bradshaw for their great contribution.
Alan Waldron is well on the way with our Baseball Hall of 
Fame and if you are asked to assist us please do, it is a huge 
job chasing up peoples personal baseball history. 

The SABL Baseball Hall of Fame charter is now completed 
and the huge task of getting up to a maximum of 75 inductees 
starts, cumulating with a gala night in October 2009. 
Who do you think should be in our Hall of Fame, put in your 
suggestions now?

AGM Yearbook. With your help I want to put together a 2007-
2008 Centenary yearbook show casing all of our AGM reports 
but with more detail than normal. Again the AGM reports can 
be a great benefit to historians tracing your baseball and family 
history.

Goodwood 
Chiefs
Bob Tavener
Dean Clements
Ian Braddock
Graham
Langley
Allan Russell
Mark Rosenz-
weig
Steve Schunke
Michael Mc-
Kenzie
Grant Clark
Anthony Coxon
Rick Marini 
Steve Morris
Brenton Coxon
Barry Cummins
Glynn Bromley 

Adelaide 
Brewers
Brett Laing
Darren Roberts 
Darren Welsh
Daryl Soar 
David Freak 
Frank Pinto
Gary O’Connell
Gordon Penhall 
Ian Russell
Kevin Shep-
herdson 
Mark Brougham 
Mick Higgie
Paul Lapthorne
Paul Linkevics
Steven Dew
Trevor Smerdon 

Woodville 
A. Ross
B Magor
Bernie Conlon 
Craig Mortimer
Garth Lodge
Grant Behrendt
Grantley 
Wienert
Ian Reval
John Grotto
Keith Mortimer
Mike Chemny
Mike Fromme
Noel Watson 
Primo Pellizzer
Shane Nichol-
son 
Steve Mattiazzo
Steve Saunders
Terry Fitzgerald 
Trevor Piasante

Northern Aces
Bell M
Clifton A
Corcoran A
Fraser M
Hassan R
Henkins W
Hillier B
Hillman S
Kite D 
Ludbrook
Marshal S
Marshall D
McCullock R
Mitchell P 
Mitchell T
Nolan R
Oswald D
Whittlesea C  
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Baseball SA Museum
Each year South Australia has a history week and I want us to 
be involved, so we need a club room to hold it in. We can then 
show of a host of items but I need some help with how to do 
this   plus with how to present our memorabilia.
If you have any display equipment you do not want think of 
us.

I am assisted by 
-The History Trust of South Australia. - http://www.history.
sa.gov.au/history/adelaide.htm 
-The USA Hall of Fame. - http://www.baseballhalloffame.org 
-The Australasian Masters Games. - http://www.australasian-
masters.com 
-Artlab’s -  http://www.artlabaustralia.com.au 

Gordon Penhall 
Masters / Memorabilia

South Australian Baseball League.
Masters Premiers 2007-2008

Goodwood Chiefs 

Back row – left to right Steve Morris, Steve Schunke, Alan Russell, Michael McKenzie, Graham Langley, Rick Marini, 
Mark Rosenzweig, Angela McKenzie (scorer)

Front Row – left to right Bob Tavener, Brenton Coxon, Dean Clements, 

Anthony Coxon, Grant Clark, Ian Braddock (Coach)



 Aff i l iated Associat ions Report  

South Australian Baseball League Inc. 

This report covers aspects of baseball in South Australia in 
season 2007-2008 for affiliated Associations.
• South Australia Country Baseball Association 
(SACBA)
• BUASA
• SA Scorers Association 
• SA Winter Baseball
• Brewers Baseball Club 

The SABL board approved to the appointment of a secretary of 
SACBA to encourage further support to country baseball.
Some of the activities of SACBA. 

Senior National Championships in Darwin from 22 May 2008 
returning 1 June 2008 with 5 teams competing and South Aus-
tralia finishing fourth. 

The introduction to Little League was successful with the play-
offs at Mount Gambier in January 2008.

Promotion of the instruction of coaches and umpires to develop 
baseball to become self supporting in each league. 

Scorers are continuing to promote their expertise where pos-
sible.

Andrew Bell and his panel through the director Paul Begg have 
provided Kevin Jennings and Fred Halligan to conduct level ‘0’ 
accreditation for umpires in regional areas. 

The coaches association provide their support in each instance 
under Ron Harvey. 

 SA Winter Baseball and Brewers are self administrated as 
required. 

Winter Baseball has been set back with a reduction in team 
numbers, 2009 is to be targeted to promote the scheme to 
increase their numbers. 

Areas where Baseball has suffered in the affiliate regions are to 
target recruits in all areas. 

A new area being explored is the introduction of indigenous 
baseball in SA Baseball through Paul Chandler and assistance 
that can be affiliated to him. 

Each association have held their Annual General Meeting, 
SACBA will hold theirs at Glenelg on the October long week-
end during the Country Championships. 

It is with regret that last year sickness has limited my roll and 
with appreciation to each affiliate their success has been due to 
their presidents and committees energies. 

Peter Thompson 
Affiliated Associations
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   Claxton Shield                                       
The Claxton Shield for 2007/8 was a new format which saw SA 
face off against title holder Vic and eventual title winner WA. 
The 3 teams formed the Southern Division to play home and 
away, 3 game series’ against each other. The winner of the divi-
sion  to play the winner of the Eastern Division, QLD, NSW 
and Aust. Provincial (NSW the eventual winner).
This home and away format is a pre-cursor to an imminent 
National League.

SA had a tough opening series, losing all 3 games against VIC, 
at home – all in the last inning. Scores of 8-9, 8-9 & 10-13 saw 
SA score enough runs to win but the SA pitching struggled to 
contain the powerful VIC line-up. Tom Brice was the League’s 
player of the round and John Challinor, Ben Wigmore, Simon 
Galpin and Stefan Welch were other good players for SA in a 
nail biting series.

SA scored their first win in game 1 the following weekend in 
Perth. John Challinor pitched the winner in a 6-0 shut out and 
Todd Langman, Dan Wilson, Brendan Pett and Brice were the 
best hitters for the series. 6-0, 3-10 & 2-8 score lines saw the 
series go to WA (2-1) with WA starting pitchers, Liam Hen-
dricks and Mark Kelly, dominating games 2 and 3. (Both went 
on to dominate VIC in the minor round and then NSW in the 
final. Hendricks was the Pitcher of the tournament and Kelly 
pitched a complete game, 1 hit, shut out in game 2 of the final).

Series 3 for SA saw it host WA and Hendricks shut out SA in 
game 1, 0-11. WA’s Kelly was again dominant in a close game 
2, SA down 3-6 and John Challinor (6 innings) and Darren 
Fidge (3 innings) combined to shut out WA in game 3 for a 4-0 
victory. Wilson and Welch were strong hitters for SA with Josh 
Cakebread, Pett, Brice and Troy Cook making good contribu-
tions for the series.

In VIC for the last series, VIC bats were again strong, taking 
Game 1, 5-9. In game 2, SA amassed 22 hits to slug its’ way 
to victory in a score of 14-11. Major Leaguer, Travis Black-
ley, quickly doused the SA bats in game 3, shutting out SA, 
final score of 0-12. Cakebread, Welch, Wigmore, Brice, Pett, 
Wilson, Cook and Galpin had good performances in the series 
and youngsters Angus Roeger and Josh Tols mad their mark in 
the competition.

Overall, some promising performances by a young SA team, 
although some results were disappointing when having winning 
opportunities. The emergence of young players stepping up to 
the mark in Josh Golotta, Tom Fiebig, Tols, Roeger and Pett to 
join last years debutants and performers, Cakebread, Welch and 
Creswell gives us promise and hope for the near future when 
added to our list of vetrans.

Congratulations go to all players and staff for their effort and 
commitment. Special mention to SA’s MVP Dan Wilson, Josh 
Cakebread who was the Golden Glove winner for the whole 
League and Stefan Welch who was 2nd in the League in 
number of hits.

Mark Haylock
Head Coach

Back Row (L-R) - David Hilterbrand (EO), Tom Fiebig, Daniel Redden, Chris Lawson, 
Tom Brice, Stefan Welch, John Challinor, Warwick Marks (Assistant Coach)

Middle Row (L-R) - Laurie Moore (Assistant Coach), Josh Golotta, Tyler Green, Brendan Pett, Daniel Wilson, 
Darren Fidge, Jonathon Rex, Todd Langman, Mark Haylock (Manager) 

Front Row (L-R) - Torey Williams, Josh Tols, Josh Cakebread, Jeremy Cresswell, Simon Galpin, Troy Cook, Ben Wigmore



  Under 23 Report               

The 2008 under 23 tournament was held for the first time in 
South Australia at the Southern District Baseball complex. 
Once again the hard working South committee needs to be 
congratulated for the meticulous way they prepared for and 
ran the tournament.

The goal for this programme is to create a pathway to the 
Claxton Shield. This year I believe that the gap between the 
playing standard of each level has diminished.
After some quality performances I believe a number of players 
can take a role in next years Claxton Shield programme.

Training was again scheduled to fit into the club home and 
away programme. It was a great to see the player’s commit-
ment as soon as their clubs finished the finals race. Valuable 
games practice was organised against Port Adelaide and next 
year it is hoped other clubs take up this offer.

Games took place over the Easter weekend. At the conclusion 
of the round robin. SA squandered a chance to finish top of the 
pool. They were defeated by eventual winners WA to put them 
into 4th position and locked into a playoff for third position 
against Victoria. This results was achieved in a one sided game 
where SA defeated its traditional rival soundly. This resulted 
in SA finishing third. The only team that it did not defeat 
across the weekend was the eventual winners WA.

It is important that South Australia continue to support this age 
group as it has a legitimate space in the baseball pathway.

Finally I wish to thank Jeff Downs, Mark Born and Ron Har-
vey for their support and input.

Brian Cakebread
Coach
SA Under 23



South Australian Baseball League Inc. 

   Lit t le  League Representat ive  Team       
What an amazing journey we all experienced from way back 
to the Tornadoes program held at Seaton to the jubilation of 
winning against the Northern All-Stars earning the right to rep-
resent SA in the inaugural little League Championships. The
Frequent training sessions endured lead to the first game on a 
wet slippery diamond against an intimidating opposition. The 
days after held mixed feelings but the continued confidence 
growth in each player was evident in a semi-final where no
expectations were placed upon, where belief and pride pro-
truded. This carried through to a grand final which delivered 
an emotional roller coaster for all associated.

The eventual winner deserving no doubt, just as our players 
are in their endeavours but the overall winner undoubtedly is 
Baseball.

Travel - Adelaide Southern All-Stars (ASAS) through SABL 
contracted Mandy Floyd from Rosewood Travel in WA to 
initiate the logistics of the flights, ground transport, insurance 
and accommodation for the 13 players and 4 staff. My dealings 
with Rosewood either through SABL or directly was positive 
and responsive. Overall: a well organised EO could have or-
ganised the logistics of this small group without the additional 
cost of a travel agent.

Flights group booking via Qantas, on time with no delays no 
lost or damaged baggage to report.

Cover-More Insurance policies were purchased for all 13 play-
ers and 3 official staff. The underwriters Vero insurance Ltd. 
The policies purchased were simple and offered parent’s piece 
of mind.

Ground Transport
Booked via Europcar, 1 x 12 Seater with trailer and 1 x 8 
seater. What was ready was 3 x 12 seater mini-buses. After a 
small delay the correct vehicles were issued.

Accommodation
Sports Super Centre (SSC) at Runaway Bay (Gold Coast). 
Check in on Wednesday 4th June into a shared Lodge which 
ASAS occupied 5 Quad rooms and 1 Double room. The lodge 
offered rooms on two levels with toilets and showers on the 
upper level. A kitchen/ lounge area with tea/coffee facilities 
were located on the lower level. Each quad room consisted of 
double bunks. Players selected their room-mates while on the 
flight to Brisbane. Each was given an informative and fun mul-
tiple-choice baseball related questionnaire. Players were asked 
to select a pen Red, Black, Blue or Green, this determined the 
room-mate and room. A basic and simple selection that was 
not questioned or challenged. The accommodation was basic 
and simple but worked very well, key cards allowed entry in to 
the lodge and the individual room.

Meals
All breakfast meals were scheduled at SSC and eaten in the 
meal hall. Lunches on day 2 & 3 were supplied by the Red-
lands Baseball Club and eaten at the ground. Day 3 was a 
sportsman lunch purchased from SSC and eaten on the way to 
the diamond. Day 4 was a Subway lunch eaten on the way to 
the diamond. Dinners on day 1 & 2 were scheduled at the SSC. 
Day 3 we travelled to the Southport Sharks AFL Club for a 
Parents & Players dinner get together. Day 4 & 5 were dinners
at the Junior Leagues Club. Overall: I did not impose any re-
strictions on the meals, which players could or could not order. 
Snacks or fruit, milk, Milo, and sandwiches were available at 
the lodge and diamond for the players. Nutritionally the play-
ers food intake was balanced within the 5 food groups.

Facilities
SSC, the environment of the facility was positive and vibrant 
with the demographics of both professional and amateur sports 
people, training, playing or networking. Pools, Gyms, Sports 
fields, Basketball, Volleyball etc setups all offered our play-
ers and staff an opportunity to maintain a sports mind whist 
being active. Our pool recovery session were more of a way of 
players have time to reflect on the game and enjoy some down 
time. The session due to our busy schedule generally only 
lasted 30-45 mins. It also gave time to the coaches to refect 
and plan forward. Overall: the SSC setup is one which works 
very well and is recommended for any sporting team staying 
or playing in Brisbane-Gold Coast region.

Sponsors
The valued monetary support of our Team Sponsor - Built 
Environs allowed ASAS to travel and perform on and off the 
diamond as a true team. Their money was spent on bags and 
uniforms. The donation by Sam Parkinson Marketing of 13 
Louisville Slugger bags was very much a appreciated. Ros and 
Grant from Emmsee manufactured the uniforms on time and 
with a few minor adjustments.

Team Balance
On the Diamond: The Little League structure which stipulates 
3 Defensive Outs and one At Bat means that every player is 
in the game, contributing to high motivation and team moral 
at all times. Off the Diamond: There was not one player who 
required ASAS discipline. All players combined well with no, 
one personality dominating. Overall: a great bunch of kids.



Monies The budget of $18,200 ($1400/player) against actual 
$17,525 should return approx $50 back to parents. This will be 
confirmed when an audit is done at the end of the month.

Support - Parents support was vital and very much appreciated, 
a special mention to Wayne Hambly for his continual help 

Coaches - Each one different in his on right, each one adding 
input towards the team structure. Each professional on and off 
the diamond and player approach was informative and clear 
without demand or aggressive tones.

Summary
I can only say that in every way the experience was a positive 
one for all concern. Players, Coaches should all be congratulat-
ed and commended with their efforts. Parents should be proud 
of their son’s conduct on and off the diamond.

Little League 
What dreams are made of , 

was very nearly a reality for 13 SA boys.

Mark Snelgrove 
Executive Officer

                    

South Australian Baseball League Inc. 



 Under 14 State  Team  

South Australian Baseball League Inc. 

Under the guidance of Ron Harvey – State Director of Coach-
ing – the BEES Winter Development Programme in 2007 
took on a bold new format with some 70 participants attend-
ing Seaton High School on Wednesday and Friday evenings 
from July to September.

This gave the U14 State Coaching Staff a great opportunity to 
work with some 40 young baseballer’s eligible for U14 State 
Selection in 2008.
Once this programme was completed the Under 14 State Try-
outs were held over 4 weeks at the East Torrens Payneham 
Baseball Club during October.
After being involved for some 8 years at this level you would 
have thought the selection process would become “easier and 
less stressful” however I was wrong.

Team selection for the 2008 team proved to be the most dif-
ficult I have been involved in, however I was confident that 
we selected the best available team to contest the National 
U14 Championships in “Sunny” Lismore during early Janu-
ary 2008.
The successful members of the 2008 Under 14 State team 
were:

When we left “sunny” Adelaide sky’s on January 3, 2008 we 
had no idea of what we were flying into!

After an aborted landing at Coolangatta (Gold Coast) Airport 
due to the pilot being unable to “see” the runway because of 
the heavy rain, to the river rising at Lismore high enough to 
completely flood the playing fields through to the cancella-
tion of rides at “Wet & Wild” due to an electrical storm – it 
was one of the “worst” weeks of my life – the hopes and 
dreams of 16 young athletes, the 14 families who travelled to 
Lismore and the coaching staff were shattered – 6 months of 
hard work went “floating down the river”.

-

Thankfully due to the efforts of the Australian Baseball Fed-
eration’s newly appointed Chief Executive Officer Mr John 
May and the Technical Officials & Competitions Manager Mr 
Geoff Robertson – a rescheduled U14 Tournament was able 
to be held at the Cheltenham Baseball Club in Melbourne, 
Victoria, 13 to 19 April 2008.

Thanks to the sponsorship of Bob Jane T-Marts – arranged by 
the ABF - we were able to travel to Melbourne without hav-
ing to impose a further levy to the participants.

Although 2 teams did not complete at the rescheduled cham-
pionships (Queensland & Country NSW) – the tournament 
gave the opportunity for the boys to wear the “State Uniform” 
with pride and the baseball was as competitive and intense as 
if it was a full National Championship.

Thankfully all the players were available to travel – however 
due to work commitments Andrew Qualmann and Steve Yeat-
man – both Assistant Coaches - were unable to travel.

This was extremely disappointing for Andrew and Steve as 
they were unable to see the boy’s perform on the diamond 
after putting in 6 hard months of work to prepare the boys for 
the National Championships. Both Andrew and Steve were 
terrific support to me while in Lismore and I would have no 
hesitation of recommending them for further Youth State 
Coaching Positions.

With Andrew and Steve being unavailable I was fortunate 
that Brian Sanderson was able to find time more off work and 
travel with me to Melbourne – along with “Rookie” Execu-
tive Officer Ben Arthur.

James  Batty  East Torrens
Dylan  Duval  West Torrens
Bryce  Fulton  Northern Districts
Dakota  Mitchell  Sturt
Tom  McGarry  West Torrens
Bradley  Trembath  Sturt
Nathan  van der Linden West Torrens
Harrison  Wood  Sturt
Thomas  Dunn  West Torrens
Joel  Ettridge  West Torrens
Scott  Miller  West Torrens
Matthew  Macbeth  Sturt
Matthew  Phillips  GGCD
Samuel  Underwood West Torrens
Jordan  Wayne  Sturt
Justin  Zak  Sturt



 Under 14 State  Team Continued

South Australian Baseball League Inc. 

The coaching team is as important as the team that performs 
on the diamond and I would like to thank both Brian and Ben 
for the outstanding contributions they made to the programme 
- along with Andrew and Steve. 

Thanks must also go to the parents who not only travelled to 
“sunny Lismore” – but were able to find the effort to get across 
to Melbourne in April to support the team, and the patience 
shown during the planning of the “off again, on again” re-
scheduled tournament.

The players did themselves proud when they eventually took to 
the diamond and we finished in 4th place – the highlight being 
our victory over eventual runners-up NSW on day 1 of the 
Tournament.

We had many outstanding individual performances during the 
series – however due outstanding work behind the dish, in 
the batter’s box and the leadership shown both on and off the 
diamond – Matthew Macbeth stood out as our MVP.
I would also like to thank the efforts of Henry Wood who did 
an outstanding job of batboy.

I wish all the players the very best as they continue their base-
ball careers and offer this piece of advice – “always keep your 
eye on the ball”.

Paul Chandler 
 Head Coach 



South Australian Baseball League Inc. 

   Under 16 State  Team 
Selection trials were held in early March to choose a squad of 
players to participate in an off season development programme.

In October another tryout was held to include those players 
that had been participating in other sports. The final squad was 
chosen by the end of November.
The under 16 tournament was initially to be held at the Red-
lands Baseball Club in Brisbane but due to inclement weather 
the tournament was split between Lismore and Redlands.

The change of venue while tiring for all teams but I felt that 
South Australia coped better than any other team due to their 
ability to adjust when confronted with adversity. This was par-
ticularly pleasing to me as it has been a problem over a number 
of years previously.

Leading up to the final game of the round robin SA had a 2-3 
win loss record that meant that we had to beat Western Aus-
tralia in the final game to reach the playoff round.

After a tight struggle in which I thought SA had complete con-
trol we beat WA and won a position in the playoffs.

Immediately following the WA game the ABF official decided 
that the fourth team would drop out of contention and that only 
the top three teams would play for a chance to win the title. 
This was immediately protested and with the excellent support 
of Baseball SA mainly through Paul Begg and Chris Day the 
decision was to go back to the original format.

South Australia played New South Wales who had narrowly 
won the first round encounter. Through some outstanding base-
ball SA defeated NSW only to confront Queensland a half an 
hour later with little rest and recovery time. The performance of 
the South Australian team was absolutely amazing. It was some 
of the inspiring baseball that one associated with South Austral-
ian teams of the past.

 Every player contributed in some fashion. South Australian 
earned a very handy early lead with aggressive base running 
and tough defence. Queensland then put the pressure on and 
crept back into the game. This is where the true character of 
this team came through. They as individuals gathered their 
composure and just went out and played the sort of baseball 
that wins games. They were strong of character and resolve and 
just took the game away from a dejected Queensland team.

South Australia had won its way into the gold medal game 
against the strong favourites Western Australia... It is here that 
South Australia paid the penalty for earlier losses in the tourna-
ment. We had a number of our better players on the bench 
because of ridiculous, archaic participation rules. Western Aus-
tralia was a stoic opposition and their incredible depth of talent 
proved too strong for SA. We came out of the blocks and went 
to an early lead. We could not maintain the intensity and were 
eventually beaten into second place.

The overall performance of this team was outstanding. They 
were able to set goals that they achieved and had a real sense of 
being a team. They supported the coaching staff and reminded 
me of teams in the halcyon days of South Australian baseball.
Thanks must go to Peter Wyatt who did an outstanding job in 
the early preparation of this team along with solid support from 
Josh Frick, Grant Puckett and Grantley Weinert.

The players of this team have the natural talent and the growing 
desire for success which will see them eventually play baseball 
for their country both representatively and professionally and 
will form an outstanding base for our future national league 
team
I thank the Directors of Baseball SA for giving me the opportu-
nity to coach the State under sixteen team.

Ron Harvey
State Coach

Front Row (L-R) - Blake Horrocks, Brett Hattersley, Brandon Lee, Tom Bell, Troy Weirnert, Matthew Snook, 
Jarryd Klemm, Chad Barmby, Sam Bawden, Jackson Lodge

Back Row (L-R) - Grantley Weinert (Assistant Coach/Executive Officer) Ron Harvey (Head Coach), Dayle Child, 
Anthony Webster, Jaryd Hardman, Angus Bills, Russell Moore, Sam Day, Jordan Lovegrove,

 Jamie Nikoletos, Josh Frick (Assistant Coach)



 Under 18 State  Team  

South Australian Baseball League Inc. 

The Under 18 Championship was held in Perth, WA at their 
still developing stadium. The playing field itself was excellent; 
however, with a partially skin infield it took some getting use 
to for our players.

The pre-tournament preparation was not ideal with various 
players having conflicting commitments on a number of our 
training days — Year 12 studies, mid-week games. Neverthe-
less, the players put in 100% at all the trainings attended. The 
Goodwill series were useful in that the players were able to 
start playing as a team, and the coaches were able to assess 
players capabilities in the field and at bat. It was also helpful 
to play the West Torrens A-Grade just prior to departing for 
the Championship for that additional game time.

Our play at the Nationals can be divided into two parts: in the 
first half it appeared we were just feeling our way, not ready to 
go for it from the word go. However, once we hit the second 
half of the tournament which included the play-off section, we 
played superbly. We made some big plays to save the game 
such as Angus Roeger’s walk-off home run to win one of the 
play-off games and Daniel Lee hitting two bombs in the one 
game.

The highlight of our performance came from our pitchers 
who each game gave us an opportunity to win, even though 
we didn’t always take advantage of it. Congratulations to our 
pitching staff; especially Chris Doyle, Patrick Burns, Matt 
Muegge, Joel Smith, Ben Lodge, Justin Roe and Kyal Wil-
liams. We did receive some excellent overall play from Dylan 
Child, Daniel Lee, Angus Roeger, Jed Morgan and Brodie 
Wyatt.

The 18 players need to be recognised for their brilliant off-
field behaviour as well. In all my years coaching at this level, 
I can not remember a better behaved bunch of players. Also, 
thanks for all the help from Clive Fiebig, Jeff Kevan, Dar-
ren Bromley and Daryl Spencer, without their input my jobs 
would have been impossible.

Ken Kobayashi
Head Coach

Front Row (L-R) - Elliot Ross, Brodie Wyatt, James Henty, Chris Doyle, Benjamin Lodge, Justin Roe, Dylan Child, Patrick 
Burns, Matthew Muegge, Jed Morgan

Back Row (L-R) - Ken Kobayashi (Head Coach) Clive Fiebig (Pitching Coach), Joel Smith, Kyal William, Matt Simons, Jacob 
Branch, Mitchell Fienemann, Daniel Lee, Angus Roeger, Hayden McGearey, Darren Bromley (Assistant Coach), Jeff Kevan 

(Assistant Coach), Daryl Spencer (Excutive Officer)



    Awards      

   Valuable Players                       History of Premiers - Division 1 /91 

   Divis ion 1 Finals     
GORDON ROSS MEMORIAL TROPHIES
Golden Glove Outfielder of the year 
Matt Pace - Adelaide 
Golden Glove Infielder of the year 
Dan Phelan - Adelaide 

BASEBALL SA BATTING AWARDS 
The Top Three Batting Averages for Division 1 in 2007/08
1st: Ryan Murphy - Port Adelaide - 414
2nd: Michael Ewart - Kensington - 407
3rd: Drew Miller - Northern Districts - 396
Top Three Runs Batted in for Division 1 in 2007/08
1st: Drew Miller - Northern Districts - 39 RBI’s 
2nd: Ryan Murphy - Port Adelaide - 35 RBI’s 
3rd: Craig Watts - Kensington - 34 RBI’s 

BASEBALL SA PITCHING AWARDS
Top Three Pitching Earned Runs Average for Division 1 in 
2007/08
1st: Michael Ewart - Kensington - 1.09
2nd: Jaron VanDyke - Port Adelaide -1.50
3rd: Darren Fidge - Goodwood - 1.80

BOB FINN MEMORIAL AWARD - MVP Claxton Shield
Dan Wilson - Glenelg 

CLUB VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR
Davey Watkins - Adelaide 

PAUL BEGG - UMPIRE OF THE YEAR AWARD 
Andrew Bell 

SASI SCHOLARSHIP - Athlete of the year 
Josh Tols - Woodville

ELITE YOUTH AWARD 
Patrick Inglis - Southern Districts 

MOST VALUABLE PLAYER - SENIOR
Division 2 Ron Sharp Medal 
Robert Wilson - Port Adelaide - 15
Brodie Chambers - Henley & Grange - 15
Wade Doyle - Goodwood - 15
Cameron Langley - Glenelg - 15 
Lachlan Eldridge - Glenelg - 15

Division 3 - George Chapman Medal 
Darren Robinson - East Torrens - 17
Gavin Kilpatrick - Glenelg - 17
Scott Crutchley - Goodwood 17 

Division 4 - Max Galloway Medal
Peter Moore - Northern Districts - 22

Division 5 - Graham Fisher Medal
Phil Lounder - East Torrens - 21
Josh Lands - Playford City - 21 

Division 6 - John Tyson Medal
Geoff Jamieson - West Torrens - 28

Division 7 - 
Simon Andrews - Kensington - 20 

Masters - Ken Wesslink Medal 
Ian Braddock - Goodwood Chiefs - 17

1931 Goodwood 
1932  Goodwood 
1933 Goodwood 
1934 University
1935 Goodwood 
1936 Goodwood 
1937 Goodwood 
1938 Goodwood
1939 Kensington 
1940 West Torrens 
1941 Goodwood
1942-45 WAR YEARS 
1946 West Torrens 
1947 West Torrens 
1948 West Torrens 
1949 University 
1950 West Torrens 
1951 West Torrens 
1952 West Torrens 
1953 Prospect 
1954 West Torrens 
1955 Prospect
1956 Kensington 
1957 Goodwood 
1958 Port Adelaide 
1959 Kensington 
1960 Adelaide 
1961 West Torrens 

1962 Glenelg   
1963 West Torrens 
1964 University 
1965 West Torrens 
1966 Port Adelaide 
1967 West Torrens 
1968 Port Adelaide 
1969/70 Port Adelaide
1970/71 Port Adelaide 
1971/72 Port Adelaide 
1972/73 Woodville 
1973/74 East Torrens 
1974/75 Woodville
1975/76 East Torrens 
1976/77 Glenelg 
1977/78 Sturt 
1978/79 Glenelg 
1979/80 Glenelg 
1980/81 Woodville 
1981/82 Port Adelaide 
1982/83 Glenelg 
1983/84 Kensington 
1984/85 Kensington 
1985/86 Kensington 
1986/87 West Torrens 
1987/88 West Torrens 
1988/89 East Torrens 
1989/90 West Torrens 
   

1990/91 Sturt
1991/92 West Torrens 
1992/93 West Torrens 
1993/94 West Torrens 
1994/95 West Torrens 
1995/96 Henley & Grange
1996/97 Henley & Grange 
1997/98 East Torrens 
1998/99 East Torrens 
1999/00 Goodwood 
2000/01 Glenelg 
2001/02 Adelaide 
2002/03 Goodwood
2003/04 Kensington 
2004/05 Glenelg 
2005/06 Goodwood
2006/07 West Torrens 
2007/08 Port Adelaide

Semi Finals - March 1 2008 (Game One) 
Port Adelaide 6 def Glenelg 3
Southern Districts 4 def East Torrens 2
Goodwood 6 def Kensington 2

Semi Finals - March 2 2008 (Game Two) 
Glenelg 11 def Port Adelaide 1
Southern Districts 6 def East Torrens 5
Kensington 9 def Goodwood 0

Semi Finals - March 2 2008 (Game Three)
Glenelg 6 def Port Adelaide 3
Goodwood 18 def Kensington 5

Preliminary Finals - March 8 2008 (Game One)
Glenelg 7 def Southern Districts 6
Port Adelaide 4 def Goodwood 2

Preliminary Finals - March 9 2008 (Game Two)  
Southern Districts 5 def Glenelg 3
Goodwood 4 def Port Adelaide 3

Preliminary Finals - March 9 2008 (Game Three)
Glenelg 10 def Southern Districts 0
Port Adelaide 11 def Goodwood 3 

Grand Final - March 15 2008 (Game One) 
Port Adelaide 11 def Glenelg 5

Grand Final - March 16 2008 (Game Two) 
Glenelg 16 def Port Adelaide 1

Grand Final - March 16 2008 (Game Three)
Port Adelaide 11 def Glenelg 5



        
        Capps Medal 
       Final Votes 2007/08

        Winner 2007/08 Capps Medal
      Michael Ewart 

     Ohlstrom Senior Shield
      Champion Senior Club of the Year

       First: Glenelg 

       Second: West Torrens,                       
       Southern Districts 

       Third: Goodwood

       

       SABL Junior Shield
       Champion Junior Club of the Year

          First: West Torrens

          Second: Woodville

         Third: Sturt

       
        Division  1 
        Premiership  Table 
       Premiers: Port Adelaide

1 Glenelg 33 27 6 54 82 208 79 725

2 Port Adelaide 33 26 7 52 79 221 82 729

3 East Torrens 33 19 13 1 39 59 152 140 521

4 Godowood 33 19 13 1 39 59 159 108 596

5 Kensington 33 19 13 1 39 59 200 175 533

6 Southern Districts 33 19 13 1 39 59 164 106 607

7 Adelaide 33 19 14 38 58 203 156 566

8 West Torrens 33 16 15 2 34 52 166 139 544

9 Sturt 33 12 20 1 25 38 137 194 414

10 GGCD 33 10 23 20 30 93 174 348

11 Woodville 33 5 26 2 12 18 114 232 330

12 Northern Districts 33 2 30 1 5 8 121 353 255

1  Michael Ewart  Kensington   33
2  Darren Fidge  Goodwood   32
3  John Challinor   Goodwood  28
3  Ryan Murphy  Port Adelaide   28
4  Todd Langman  Port Adelaide   26
5  Josh Cakebread  Port Adelaide   21
6  Ben Dixon   Glenelg   20
7  Jamie Kloeden  Glenelg   19
7  Dan Wilson   Glenelg    19
8  Michael Forbes  West Torrens   18

Team   Div 1  Div 2  Div 3  Total

Glenelg    27  16  12  55
Port Adelaide  26  11  2  39
East Torrens   19  8  9  36
Goodwood  19  9  12  40
Kensington   19  6  14  39
Southern Districts  19  15  10  44
Adelaide   19  10  4  33
West Torrens   16  15  13  44
Sturt   12  10  4  26
GGCD   10  4  6  20
Woodville    5  5  9  19
Northern Districts    2  0    2
Henley & Grange  -  5  2  7

Team  LL Maj Nth LL Maj Sth U14 U16 U18 Total

Northern Districts 14  - 0 3 0 17
GGCD   10  - 9 6 0 25
Henley & Grange  8  - 1 0 - 9
Woodville  8  - 3 17 14 42
Port Adelaide   4  - 1 8 - 13
Gawler   3  - - - - 3
West Torrens   -  14 17 7 11 49
Sturt   -  9 16 8 6 39
Southern Districts -  7 5 - - 12
Kensington   -  6 12 - 13 31
Adelaide  -  3 5 6 2 16
Glenelg    -  0 - - 13 13
East Torrens   -  - 10 11 - 21
Goodwood  -  - 0 - 7 7



   Division 2 Premiership Table                          
   Premiers: Southern Districts
     Semi Finals -  16 February 2008
    West Torrens 6 def Adelaide 2
    Sturt 8 def Port Adelaide 7
    Glenelg 4 def Southern Districts 0   
    Preliminary Finals - 17th March 2007
    Southern Districts 9 def West Torrens 4
    Glenelg 4 def Sturt 0     
   Grand Final - 24th March 2007
    Southern Districts 5 def Glenelg 4

     Division 3 Premiership Table 
    Premiers: Kensington

     Semi Finals - 23 February 2008
     Goodwood 12 def Glenelg 1
     Kensington 13 def West Torrens 12

     Preliminary Finals - 1 March 2008
     Goodwood 13 def West Torrens 

     Grand Final - 8 March 2008
     Kensington 10 def Goodwood 7 

 

     Division 4 Premiership Table 
    Premiers: Henley & Grange 
 
     Semi Finals - 23 February 2008
     Southern Districts 9 def Northern Districts 7
     Henley & Grange 12 def Woodville 25

     Preliminary Finals -1 March 2008
     Woodville 10 def Southern Districts 8

     Grand Final - 8 March 2008
     Henley & Grange 9 def Woodville 6

     Division 5 Premiership Table
    Premiers: GGCD

     Semi Finals - 23 February 2008
     GGCD 13 def Adelaide 8
     East Torrens 8 def Playford City 5

     Preliminary Finals - 1 March 2008
     GGCD 12 def Playford City 2

Team           Played       W    L     D  Bye   Win%     RF         RA          Pct 

Southern Districts    18 15   2 1    2 86.1 143 49 745
Glenelg      19 16   3       1 84.2 120 35 774
West Torrens     19 15   2 2    1 84.2 130 75 634
Port Adelaide     17 11   5 1    2 67.6 105 65 618
Sturt      18 10   7 1    2 58.3 130 85 605
Adelaide     19 10   8 1    1 55.3 120 112 517
Goodwood     18 9     8 1    2 52.8 112 78 590
East Torrens     19 8    10 1    1 44.7 102 89 534
Kensington     19 6    13       1 31.6 98 134 422
Rams      17 5    12       2 29.4 72 148 327
Woodville     19 5    14       1 26.3 65 121 350
GGCD      18 4    13 1    2 25 99 158 385

Team           Played    W   L   D   Bye   Win % For Ag Pct

Kensington     17    14    2    1     2       85.3 151 70 683
West Torrens     17    13    2    2     1       82.4 185 57 765
Goodwood     17    12    3    2     2       76.5 142 70 670
Glenelg      17    12    4    1     1       73.5 173 103 627
Southern Districts    17    10    7         2       58.8 128 93 579
Tigers       17    10    7     1       58.8 140 125 528
Woodville     17     9     8     1       52.9 146 105 582
East Torrens     17     9     8     1       52.9 150 122 552
GGCD      17     6     10  1     1       38.2 113 161 412
Adelaide     17     4     12  1     1       26.5 119 180 398
Sturt      17     4     13        2       23.5 111 188 371
Rams      17     2     15     2       11.8 60 241 199
Port Adelaide     18     2     16     1       11.1 93 196 322

Team          Played    W    L   D  Bye       Win % For Ag Pct
 
Henley & Grange   18    17   1     -     1 97.4 252 72 778
Woodville   18    12   5    1      1 69.4 174 96 644
Northern Districts  19    13   6    -     - 68.4 173 96 643
Southern Districts  18    11   6    1      1 63.9 188 96 662
Sturt     19    12   7     -      - 63.2 171 123 582
Glenelg     19     8   10    1     - 44.7 125 154 448
West Torrens          19     7   10    2     - 42.1 110 158 410
Goodwood             18     3   14    1     1 19.4 74 199 271
East Torrens           14     2   12    -      - 14.3 67 173 279
Gawler                   18     2   16    -      1 11.1 64 321 217

Team                Played  W   L   D   Bye   Win % For Ag Pct

Playford City     18    14    4    -     1        77.8  190  111 631
East Torrens     17    12    5    -      2       70.6         196       104         653
GGCD      17      9    5    3     2        61.8        166        125        570
Adelaide     17    10    7    -      2        58.8        145       126         535
Goodwood      16      8    7     1    2        53.1        158        142        527
Southern Districts    17      9    8     -     2       52.9         158       161         495                         
Flinders       17      8    8     1     2       50.0         125       147        460                        
Sturt       17      7    9     1     1       44.1         142       143        498                       
Kensington      17      6   10    1     2       38.2         155       172        474                      
Glenelg       18      4   13    1     1       25.0         124       234        346                        
Northern Districts    17      3   14     -     2      17.6         102        196        342                        



Division 6  Premiership Table 
Premiers: Glenelg  

Semi Finals - 23 February 2008
West Torrens 8 def Adelaide 7
Glenelg 15 def East Torrens 3

Preliminary Finals -1 March 2008
East Torrens 10 def West Torrens 8

Grand Final - 8 March 2008
Glenelg 8 def East Torrens 1

Division 7  Premiership Table 
Premiers: Northern Districts 

Semi Finals - 23 February 2008
Northern Districts 7 def Port Adelaide 3
GGCD 15 def Kensington 7

Preliminary Finals -1 Macrh 2008
Northern Districts 10 def Kensington 4

Grand Final - 8 March 2008
Northern Districts 12 def GGCD 2

Under 18  Premiership Table 
Premiers: Woodville 
Semi Finals - 24 February 2008
Woodville 5 def Glenelg 4
Kensington 15 def Sturt 7
West Torrens 11def Goodwood 1
Preliminary Finals -2 Macrh 2008
Woodville 13 def West Torrens 2
Glenelg 11 def Kensington 1
Grand Final - 16 March 2008
Woodville 4 def Glenelg 0

Under 16/1  Premiership Table 
Premiers: Woodville 
Semi Finals - 24 February 2008
Woodville 5 def East Torrens 2
GGCD 8 def Sturt 4 
Weast Torrens 9 def Port Adelaide 4
Preliminary Finals -2 Macrh 2008
Woodville 13 def GGCD 3
East Torrens 14 def West Torrens 13
Grand Final - 16 March 2008
Woodville 4 def East Torrens 3

Team          Played    W    L   D  Bye   Win %      For      Ag     Pct

Kensington   17     13    4                 76.5          229      96     705                 
GGCD   16      9    5    2           62.5          173     139    555 
Northern Districts 17     10   7                 58.8          148     152    493
Port Adelaide   17      7    8    2           47.1          183     172    516
Gawler   15      3  11    1     1    23.3          121     169    417
Playford City   15      2  12    1           16.7           80      230    258
Dodgers   1        0    1                   0              0          9       0
Goodwood  2        2    0                 100            21          8     724
Adelaide  2        2    0                 100            14          9     609
East Torrens   2        2    0                 100            36        11     766
Southern Districts 2        0    2                   0            15        22     405
Sturt    2        1     1                 50            16        16     500
West Torrens   2        1    1                 50            14        20     412
Woodville  2        0    2                   0            12        30     286
Glenelg    2        2    0                 100            23         7      767
Henley & Grange 2        1    1                 50            14         9      609
 

Team         Played    W   L   D   Bye   Win %     For    Ag Pct
Glenelg      17     16   1                94.1      200     54 787        
East Torrens      17     14   3                    82.4      208    102 671
West Torrens      17     11   5    1               67.6      165     95 635
Adelaide     17     11   6                    64.7      153    144 515
Woodville     17      7    7   3               50         150    135 526
Southern Districts    17      7    9   1              44.1       162    140 536
Goodwood     16      6    9   1              40.6       142    159 472
Henley & Grange    17      4   12  1              26.5       120    231 342
Sturt                   16      3   12  1              21.9    101    181 358
Northern Districts    17      2   15                  11.8    114    246 317
Gawler         1      1    0           1      100     9      0  100
Playford City             1      0    1                       0     0      9  0
Dodgers                     1      0    1                       0     0      9  0
Kensington                2      2    0                   100    17     4  810
Port Adelaide             2      0    2                       0     6      29 171
GGCD                       1      0    1                       0     0      9  0

Team       Played    W   L   D   Bye   Win %   For       Ag Pct

Woodville     17      14  2   1     85.3   142 46 755 
Glenelg      16      13  2   1     84.4   179 50 782 
Kensington     17      13  4         76.5   160 56 741 
West Torrens     17      11  6      64.7   127 60 679 
Goodwood     17      7    9    1     44.1   114 101 530 
Sturt      17      6    10  1     38.2   97 111 466 
Adelaide     17      2    15          1     11.8   71 231 235 
GGCD      17      0    17      0   43 269 138 
Northern Districts    1      0    1        0    0 9 0 

Team          Played    W   L   D   Bye   Win % For        Ag Pct

Woodville     18      17  1      94.4   230 56 804 
East Torrens     17      11  5    1     67.6   148 103 590 
Sturt      17      8    8    1     50   144 118 550 
Port Adelaide     17      8    8    1     50   92 114 447 
West Torrens     17      7    9    1      1     44.1   117 133 468 
GGCD      17      6    10  1     38.2   98 161 378 
Adelaide     17      6    11     35.3   99 145 406 
Northern Districts    17      3    13  1     20.6   71 155 314 
Henley & Grange     1      0    1      0   3 17 150 



   

Under 14/1  Premiership Table 
Premiers: Sturt  

Semi Finals - 24 February 2008
West Torrens 7 def Sturt 5 
Kensington 17 def GGCD 2 
East Torrens 16 def Saints 6
Preliminary Finals -2 Macrh 2008
West Torrens 9 def East Torrens 1 
Sturt 18 def Kensington 4
Grand Final - 16 March 2008
Sturt 11 def West Torrens 8

Under 14/2  Premiership Table 
Premiers: Port Adelaide 

Semi Finals - 24 February 2008
Port Adelaide 15 def Cardinals 7
Glenelg 14 def Sturt Teal 13
Preliminary Finals -2 Macrh 2008
Port Adelaide 17 def Sturt Teal 1
Grand Final - 16 March 2008
Port Adelaide 16 def Glenelg 10

Little League Major North
 Premiership Table 
Premiers: GGCD
Semi Finals - 24 February 2008
GGCD 19 def Northern Districts 8
Henley & Grange 15 def Gawler 7
Woodville 11 def Port Adelaide 2
Preliminary Finals - 9 March 2008
Northern Districts 15 def Henley & Grange 7
GGCD 13 def Woodville 4
Grand Final - 16 March 2008
GGCD 13 def Northern Districts 9

Under 16/2  Premiership Table 
Premiers: West Torrens 
Semi Finals - 24 February 2008
Saints 22 def Woodville 17 
Sturt 10 def West Torrens 1
Preliminary Finals -2 Macrh 2008
West Torrens 17 def Saints 16
Grand Final - 16 March 2008
West Torrens 11 def Sturt 10

Team         Played    W   L   D   Bye   Win %  For        Ag Pct

Sturt      13      10  3          3     76.9   157 89 638 
West Torrens     14      9    5          2     64.3   142 110 564 
Woodville     14      7    6    1    2     53.6   131 133 496 
Saints      13      5    6    2    3     46.2   140 130 519 
Goodwood     14      5    8    1    2     39.3   129 148 466 
GGCD      15      5    9    1    2     36.7   122 169 419 
Henley & Grange    13      4    8    1    2     34.6   106 148 417 

Team          Played    W   L   D   Bye   Win % For     Ag Pct

West Torrens      17     17   0       100  250 34 880  
Sturt       17     16   1       94.1  240 34 876  
Kensington      18     12   5    1      69.4  182 98 650  
East Torrens      17     10   6    1      61.8  179 126 587  
Saints       18     10   6    2      61.1  162 141 535  
GGCD       17      9    8       52.9  135 135 500  
Sturt Teal      2      1    1       50  21 14 600  
Port Adelaide      2      1    1       50  24 24 500  
Southern Districts     17      5    10   2      35.5  116 216 349  
Adelaide      17      5    11   1      32.4  100 172 368  
Woodville      17      3    13   1      20.6  114 229 332  
Henley & Grange      17      1    16      5.9  73 242 232  
Tigers       2      0    2       0  19 29 396
Red Sox       2      0    2       0  16 28 364  
Northern Districts     2      0    2       0  10 39 204  
Cardinals      2      0    2       0  6 25 194  
Goodwood      2      0    2       0  5 33 132  

Team          Played    W   L   D   Bye   Win %   For    Ag Pct
Sturt        2      2     0       100       35 0 1000  
West Torrens       2      2     0       100       28 4 875  
Saints        2      2     0       100       33 5 868  
GGCD        2      2     0       100       37 7 841  
Southern Districts      2      2     0       100       29 19 604  
East Torrens       2      2     0       100       27 22 551  
Sturt Teal       17      10   7        58.8       200 133 601  
Glenelg        17      10   7        58.8       181 189 489  
Cardinals       17      10   7        58.8       153 161 487  
Port Adelaide       17       9    8        52.9       196 162 548  
Henley & Grange     2       1    1        50       30 21 588  
Kensington       2       1    1        50       25 24 510  
Woodville       2       1    1        50       24 28 462  
Adelaide       2       1    1         50       12 26 316  
Tigers        17       7    9      1       44.1       181 194 483  
Goodwood       16       6    9     1       40.6       163 209 438  
Red Sox        16       3    11   2       25       151 225 402  
Northern Districts     17       4    13       23.5       150 226 399  

Team          Played    W    L   D   Bye   Win %   For   Ag Pct
Northern Districts     16      14   2        87.5       215 98 687  
GGCD       16          10   6        62.5       185 120 607  
Henley & Grange      15       8    7             1       53.3       148 149 498  
Woodville      16       8    7     1       53.1       167 161 509  
Port Adelaide      16       4    12       25       124 212 369  
Gawler       16       3    12   1       21.9       119 213 358  
Dodgers       1       0    1        0         2 7 222  
  
    



Little League Major South
 Premiership Table 
Premiers: Eagles

Semi finals - 24 February 2008
Eagles 13 def West Torrens 2
Adelaide 10 def Sturt 9
Southern Districts 19 def Kensington 7
Preliminary Final - 2 March 2008
West Torrens 7 def Southern Districts 6
Eagles 15 def Adelaide 1
Grand final - 11 March 2008
Eagles 7 def West Torrens 3

Little League Minor North
 Premiership Table 
Premiers: Dodgers

Semi Finals - 24 February 2008
GGCD 7 def East Torrens 3
Dodgers 16 def Red Sox 15
Preliminary Finals - 2 March 2008
GGCD 9 def Red Sox 6
Grand Final - 16 March 2008
Dodger 11 def GGCD 2

Little League Minor South
 Premiership Table 
Premiers: Blues

Semi Finals - 24 February 2008
Sturt 15 def Saints 6
Goodwood 16 def Blues 15
Preliminary Final - 2 March 2008
Blues 12 def Sturt 1
Grand Final - 16 March 2008
Blues 12 def Goodwood 1

Mid Week Masters
 Premiership Table 
Premiers: Goodwood Chiefs

Grand Final
Goodwood Chiefs 6 def Brewers 3

Team      Played   W    L   D   Bye   Win %   For       Ag Pct
Eagles   16 14    2       3 87.5 195 45 813  
West Torrens  15 13    2       3 86.7 132 68 660  
Sturt   16 9      5 2    2 62.5 176 142 554  
Southern Districts 15 7      8       3 46.7 144 139 509  
Kensington  16 6      8 2    2 43.8 136 155 467  
Adelaide  15 3     12       3 20 92 183 335  
Glenelg   15 0     15       3 0 65 208 238  
    

Team      Played   W    L   D   Bye  Win %   For         Ag Pct
Dodgers   15 14    1  93.3 220 77 741  
Red Sox   16 9      6 1 59.4 179 164 522  
GGCD   15 7      6 2     1 53.3 153 158 492  
East Torrens  16 8      8  50 137 151 476  
Gawler   16 5      11  31.3 122 195 385  
Henley & Grange  16 2      13 1 15.6 112 178 386  

Team      Played   W    L   D   Bye  Win %   For         Ag Pct
Goodwood  16 13    2 1     1 84.4 167 82 671  
Blues   17 12    4 1     2 73.5 207 126 622  
Sturt   14 8      5 1     2 60.7 163 131 554  
Saints   16 8      7 1     2 53.1 155 156 498  
Kensington  16 6      6 4     3 50 138 147 484  
Indians   15 6      9        1 40 93 132 413  
Cardinals  15 4      8 3     1 36.7 125 165 431  
West Torrens  16 5     10 1     2 34.4 123 152 447  
Southern Districts 17 4     13        2 23.5 141 207 405  
Glenelg   2 0      2  0 0 14 0  

Team      Played  W    L   D   Bye  Win %    For        Ag Pct
Brewers   12 7     5  58.3 116 79 595  
Goodwood Chiefs 12 7     5  58.3 108 106 505  
Northern Aces  12 6     5 1 54.2 99 99 500  
Woodville  12 3     8 1 29.2 68 107 389  



   State  Director  of  Umpiring 
Training for the season began in July and continued through to 
September at the Enfield Community Centre. Training con-
sisted of seven Sunday mornings of mechanics drills and seven 
Monday nights devoted to the Rules of Baseball. Our thanks 
go to Bruce Daley and the instructors Messrs. B Halligan, Bell, 
Chapman, Poulton and Jeff Brand for looking after all our 
needs. In all 28 umpires have umpired this season and all have 
successfully sat for and completed the ABF Umpire Accredita-
tion examination.

Prior to the season commencing we were able to utilise trial 
games and the Country Championships at Glenelg on the 
October long weekend as our final preparation for the season. 
Thanks to Jeff Wright, the South Australian Country Baseball 
Association and the Glenelg Baseball Club for their continued 
support to Umpiring.

In addition approximately 12 umpires officiated at the Austral-
ian Masters Games series which was played in Adelaide during 
October 2007. Umpires officiated the Goodwill Series at Wood-
ville during December2007, the IBA Tokyo Boys Series in 
January 2008 and the Little League Championships at Softball 
Park in February 2008 and the Under 23 National Series in 
March 2008. 

Congratulations to  

Blake Halligan Claxton Shield and U18 & U23 
Neil Poulton Claxton Shield, Under 23 
Greg Chapman Claxton Shield, Under 23
Andrew Bell Claxton Shield
Peter Ditrich Under 23
Kym Smith Under 23 
Peter Cesco Under 23
Hugo van Alpen Under 23
Kevin Jennings Coordinator U23
Chris Harrison Under 23
Ron Kennealy Little League Championship

Andrew Bell SABL Paul Begg Umpire of the Year
Chris Harrison Most Improved Umpire of the Year   
Blake Halligan  All Star Umpire (Plate)
Greg Chapman All Star Umpire (Base)

Appointing Umpires to the right level is always a tough job. 
Thanks for the continued support of Peter Cesco and the staff at 
Baseball SA.

A Level O umpiring course was held in Port Lincoln and our 
thanks go to Kevin Jennings and Graham Halligan for conduct-
ing the course.

To all the League Umpires that officiated this season congratu-
lations on the standard of your performances. With continued 
hard work and dedication this will ensure the standard of um-
piring will continue to improve. This year’s finals were handled 
well under extreme pressure, with many new Umpires appoint-
ed to their first finals series. Special mention to the Division 1 

Grand Final Squad, Greg Chapman, Blake Halligan, Andrew 
Bell and Neil Poulton for an excellent series.

The Baseball Umpires Association of South Australia is seek-
ing new umpires to join their ranks to ensure baseball umpiring 
maintains its strong position in South Australian baseball.

 I wish to thank the staff at Baseball SA especially Derek Slater 
and Lauren Hill for their continued support of Umpiring. 

“Umpires Heaven is a place where he works third base every 
game. Home is where the heartache is.”
 -Ron Luciano - American League Umpire (1968-80)

Paul Begg
STATE DIRECTOR OF UMPIRING



 Basebal l  Umpires  Associat ion of  South Austral ia  (BUASA)

Having had time to reflect on the season I do so with mixed 
feelings. I am pleased to say that I feel that we now have 
BUASA heading back to being an Association of which it is 
well worth being a member. Having said that, our numbers 
remain small. Nevertheless, I am very proud of the way the 
Board embraced the job of restoring the pride of the Associa-
tion and know we are now moving forward and looking at a 
brighter future.

Having moved our base to the Enfield Community Centre, 
we have seen resurgence in attendance at our monthly meet-
ings. The atmosphere at meetings is terrific both profession-
ally and socially and regular raffles have raised much needed 
funds. We have also made steps toward changing our training 
program with the advent of in-season field training; an aspect 
that has been sadly overlooked in recent times. I look forward 
to significant changes and improvements in this aspect of our 
game in the seasons ahead and call on Baseball SA to elevate 
the issue of Umpire Development to new heights in its own 
assessment of how the game is to progress. The advent of a 
National Baseball League makes such considerations impera-
tive.

We have also begun to open the way for more cross-over ac-
tivity between BUASA and the Baseball Scorers’ Association 
(SABSA) and we expect this to be a positive move not only 
for our two Associations but for baseball in general. The Board 
was delighted to have members of SABSA join us at our 
bowls night and also our annual dinner last month. That dinner 
was held at the Earl of Leicester Hotel and I want to thank 
Danny Symons and Kym Smith for their efforts in organizing 
the night. I think I can safely say that an excellent night was 
enjoyed by all who attended. Over the course of the night 
BUASA recognized several outstanding achievements includ-
ing the passing of milestones of games managed by a number 
of our members. The most notable were those of Michael 
Peacock (1000 games), Kevin Jennings (1250 games), Ron 
Kennealy and Ken Wesslink (over 2000 games each).

Looking back over the season it was heartening to see the ef-
forts put in by all umpires toward bettering themselves and the 
game we all love. During the season we had BUASA members 
appointed to two National Championships: Blake Halligan 
to his third AAA tournament in Western Australia and Danny 
Symons being appointed to his first National tournament, the 
AA event held in Queensland. Sadly for Danny he only got to 
experience airline food due to the rain out of the series. 

Also, we saw the eagerly awaited return of the Claxton Shield 
to Adelaide with Greg Chapman, Blake Halligan, Neil Poulton 
and myself taking to the field. Mark Wilson had a great experi-
ence attending the two week Major League Baseball Umpires 
Camp in the United States and Neil Poulton also shipped out 
to the World Cup in the Republic Of China (Taiwan). 

On a disappointing note, the League is still struggling to at-
tract people to umpiring. Dwindling numbers of officials is a 
common theme in many sports and our own League’s capacity 

to provide umpires throughout the season, for even Division 
One games, is becoming critically strained. I hope that in the 
up coming season, Baseball SA and all Clubs involved in the 
game can assist us in turning the tide on this vital issue.

The Board of BUASA, at its last two meetings of the year, 
proposed some major changes and I hope that the incoming 
Board will garner the support of the members – and more 
importantly the League - to follow on with these ideas. It is 
becoming imperative that Baseball SA and all participating 
Clubs realize the need for increased participation in umpiring 
so that, as the game we enjoy so much moves forward and 
expands, we are not held back by a lack of quality umpiring at 
all levels.
 
The age profile of BUASA is such that we regularly note the 
passing of members colleagues and friends throughout the 
year. This season, we lost a notable member in Ray Thorne. 
Ray was a Life Member of this Association a former President 
of BUASA and was involved in the game for countless years. 
He will be missed.

As my first year as Chairman of BUASA draws to a close, I 
am pleased to say that the experience has been most enjoy-
able and rewarding. I hope that the Board and the membership 
generally have enjoyed the season and are looking forward 
to 2008/09 with expectations of better things to come.  I look 
forward to the challenges of next season, administratively and 
operationally, should I be given the opportunity to continue on 
in my role.

Once again I thank my fellow Board members for their efforts 
and commitment during the season, and thank you to all mem-
bers for your continuing support of this Association.

Andrew Bell
Chairman,
Baseball Umpires’ Association of SA Incorporated



  South Austral ian Basebal l  Scorers  Associat ion (SABSA)

During the 2007 / 2008 year the Scorers Association were 
involved with several tournaments; Masters Games (Oct), 
Claxton Shield (Dec/Jan), Goodwill Series (Dec) & U23 tour-
nament (Easter 08).

Each occasion continues to be an opportunity for our scorers 
to extend their learning and make links with other members; 
intrastate & interstate.

Thank you to the following members for coordinating scor-
ers for the above tournaments; Helen Golotta, Lorraine Dunn, 
Enza Henty, and Sue Jennings.

The aim of the association is to encourage participation in the 
game of baseball by way of scoring; scoring to a nationally 
recognised standard set by CABS.  2007/08 was no different 
with club delegates conducting level 0/Beginner clinics and 
Association members conducting clinics at Level 1, 2 and 3 at 
metropolitan and country venues through the season.  Many of 
these followed through with the appropriate level exam.  There 
were also members who passed their IT accreditation.  An ad-
ditional clinic was also conducted at the Little League training 
at Seaton High School; unfortunately there were not many 
interested parents, however the few who attended were keen to 
learn about scoring.

Lorraine Dunn, as a CABS Technical Commissioner and Steve 
Eads & Jo Thomson attended the Australian Baseball Federa-
tion training over a weekend in June – this is an intense train-
ing/information session for all scorers where 2 from each state 
are invited to attend.

Celebrations: 
» Winning a SA Recreation & Sport grant $3,000 – this 
purchased 2 laptops & a data projector
» SA Baseball League supporting the purchase of IT 
software program

This season, with the purchase of the computers and the IT 
program it was decided to utilise it  and to input the Division 
1 statistics.  It was a great opportunity for division 1 scorers 
and any interested scorer in learning this program by assist-
ing with the input of data from photocopied scorebook sheets.  
Unfortunately, not everyone was interested, but for those who 
did participate they found it to be interesting and another way 
to learn/question why ‘things’ happen.  It was also an exercise 
that showed the necessity of revision clinics for all division 1 
scorers which will be occur in the off season.

Many thanks to Lorraine Dunn, Steve Eads, Jo Thomson, Ellen 
Davidson, Pam Wilton for the many hours they spent inputing 
data & deciphering information.

The Claxton Shield series & Division 1 Grand Final competi-
tion were opportunities to utilise the IT program.  This in-
volved working in collaboration with game scorers using the 
paper copy whilst inputing into the computer and uploading to 

the internet.  It was a learning experience and a huge thank you 
to Steve Eads for his general knowledge of IT and giving so 
many hours to support this option.  Unfortunately it was not as 
successful during the U23 competition due to limited availabil-
ity of resources to operate the computer/s.

 
During the season there were opportunities for scorers to meet 
with SABL members and umpires at less formal occasions.  

The final Association meeting for 2007 held in December was 
re-scheduled so that on completion of the meeting members 
could join SABL staff, Board Members & umpires for a festive 
get-together.

Something new, and I sincerely hope will continue, with more 
members attending, occurred when we were invited by the 
Umpires Association to join them for a social game of lawn 
bowls and BBQ tea held at the Alberton Bowling Club.  Many 
thanks to Andrew Bell for organising this; it was an enjoyable 
evening.

Another occasion was for Scorers to join the Umpires was at 
the end of year dinner; again this was an enjoyable evening.

I sincerely hope the 2008/2009 season continues to develop 
links between the interested   participants involved with this 
great spectator game.

Carolyn Smith
President SABSA



 South Austral ia  Country Basebal l  League Inc (SACBA)

Recent ABF statistical information reveals that 1:25 people 
participate in baseball/T-ball in Mount Gambier.  This is the 
best participation ratio in Australia and places baseball as a 
tier 1 sport within the local community as opposed to baseball 
being a tier 3 sport in Australia.  Congratulation to the Mount 
Gambier & District Baseball League with their continued 
focus on participation levels for all age groups.

The introduction of Little League is seen as a major market-
ing success within country areas that are participating.  The 
Riverland and Mount Gambier have lead the way in country 
SA and their positive approach will see them reap the benefits 
of the little league concept with a major boost to junior playing 
numbers.

Congratulations must go to the Riverland and Mount Gambier 
Little League teams compete at the very first Little League 
State Country Championships.  We also thank the Mount Gam-
bier & District Baseball League for hosting the championship.  
It gives me great hope for the continuation and expansion of 
baseball in SA Country when I saw the skill levels of all play-
ers involved.

Mount Gambier went on to represent SA Country in the Na-
tionals held in Queensland in June 2008.  The Nationals was a 
wonderful learning experience for all involved and the quality 
of the competition had to be seen to be believed.  The Mount 
Gambier team led the eventual National champions NSW late 
in the game before being over-run by a couple of runs.  The 
team also participated in an 11 inning marathon game lasting 4 
hours, eventually winning by 6 runs to 5.

Great credit must go to the coaching and administration staff 
and particularly the players who represented SA Country bril-
liantly on and off the field.

SACBA was also represented in Darwin in the APC finishing a 
respectable 4th losing to WA in the bronze medal game.  It was 
pleasing to see a younger team represent SACBA with players 
as young as 18.  After leading the eventual champions NSW 
(a first in living memory) we succumbed to the grind of the 
championships through lack of numbers and particularly a lack 
of pitching depth.

Great credit to the players that represented SACBA and the 
coaching staff on a job very well done by instilling credibility 
back into SA Country baseball at a national level. 

I am also pleased to hear that Whyalla will announce a drive 
at the Little League Level of their competition which will see 
them reap the great benefits Little League will bring them.

I am hopeful that our first State country masters champion will 
be determined in October 2008 which is a continuation of our 
plan to support country baseball and have all country families 
able to compete together in a central location.

We congratulate and thank all volunteers in our country areas 

who continue work so hard in order that country baseball 
moves forward.

 On a personal note I will likely complete my association 
with SA Country Baseball before the October AGM due to a 
likely change of career path.  I therefore take this opportunity 
to thank all those people involved with country baseball and 
those that have supported me over the last 20+ years as an 
administrator of baseball.

Jeff Wright
President
SACBA



1978/79  Arthur Radbone*
1979/80  Don Klaebe *
1980/81  Gordon Ross*
1981/82  Brian Brooks*
1982/83  Tom Rice*
1983/84  Claude Pearce*
1984/85  Harry Hunt*
1985/86  Warren Charles
1986/87  Colin Rowe*
1987/88  Pat Beatty 
1988/89   Ray Thorne* 
1989/90  Ken Wesslink
1990/91  Dave Roberts
1991/92  Don Rice 
1992/93  Max Puckett*, Ron Wright 
1993/94  Ron Morgan 
1994/95  Bert Haynes 
1995/96  Gordon Penhall, Alan Waldron 
1996/97  Peter Dixon 
1998/99  Hugh Franke
1999/2000 Lionell (Knobby) Clark*, Ron Chandler 
2000/01  Kevin Jennings, Peter Kemp
2001/02  Paul Begg
2002/03  Peter Fischer
2003/04  Bob Abbey, Arthur MacDonald
2004/05  Ron Harvey, Greg Bradshaw
2005/06  Jim Wilton, Brian Addison
2006/07  Dave Mundy  
2007/08  David Hutton
*  Denotes Deceased 

1922  Geo Chapman*, Claude Ewers*, 
  Frank Ewers*, Rue Ewers*
1926  Syd Smith*
1930  Norrie Claxton*
1932  W Buchanan*
1937  Len C Poole*
1938  Perce Doolan*, Paddy Ohlstrom*, 
  Bill Wiles*
1944  Charles Catt*
1948  Alloy Bartlett*
1949  Ron Sharpe*
1950  Fred Mann*
1951  Martin Kriewaldt*
1956  Ron Scott*
1958  Henley Jones*
1959  Andy Buchanan*
1960  Byron Ascione*
1961  Laurie LeCornu*
1963  Bill Stephens*
1965  Alan Branstrom
1966  Claude Thorpe*
1967  Bill Moody*
1969/70  Roy Page*
1970/71  Stan Scarman*
1971/72  Bob Finn*
1972/73  Max Stone
1973/1974 Max Galloway*
1974/1975 Kingsley Wellington 
1975/1976 Jim Garrick*
1976/77  Lou Bressler*
1977/78  Norman Todd*

 Life  Members

Back Row (L-R) - Hugh Franke, Alan Waldron, David Hutton, Ron Chandler, Kevin Jennings, Jim Wilton
Middle Row (L-R) - Don Rice, Bert Haynes, Don Klaebe, Dave Mundy, Ron Wright, Ken Wesslink 

Front Row (L-R) - Ron Harvey, Brian Addison, Paul Begg, Arthur MacDonald, Dave Roberts



1936  Charlie Puckett*
1937  Clem Scott*
1938  Geoff Noblett*
1939  Phil Brideoake*
1940  Fred Catt*
1941  Garth Burton*
1942-45  WAR YEARS
1946  Jim Puckett*
1947  Phil Brideoake*
1948  Phil Brideoake*
1949  Ian Leahy*
1950  Barrie Wiles*
1951  Bill Fuller
1952  Doug Othams
1953  Colin Watts 
1954  Des Vaughton*
1955  Phil Brideoake*
1956  Doug Othams
1957  Peter Box
1958  Peter Box 
1959  Jim Tamlin 
1960  Jim Cocks* 
1961  Don Rice 
1962  Don Rice
1963  Don Rice
1964  Ian Glover
1965  Neil Davey
1966  Kevin Greatrex
1967  Don Rice 
1968  Don Rice / David Hutton 
1969  Ron Chandler 
1970  David McLoud 
1971  Kevin Greatrex
1972  David Mundy 
1973   Kevin Greatrex 

1974  Neil Page / Les Behrendt 
1975  Colin Alexander
1976  Kevin Greatrex
1977  Don Masters
1978  Mark Peters
1979  Greg Elkson 
1980  John Galloway
1981  Gary Challen*
1982  Phil Alexander
1983  Greg Elkson 
1984  Greg Elkson 
1985  Jeff Feichtner
1986  Jeff Feichtner
1987  Tony Harris 
1988  Greg Elkson / Brian Farley
1989  Brian Farley / Barry Lunnon 
1990  Greg Elkson 
1991  Brian Cakebread
1992  Barry Lunnon 
1993  Barry Lunnon 
1994  Phil Burgess
1995  Russell Dart 
1996  Ian Reval 
1997  Mark Born 
1998  Scott Marshall 
1999  Scott Marshall 
2000  Craig Watts
2001  John Challinor 
2002  Ryan Simunsen
2003  Darren Fidge 
2004  Darren Fidge 
2005  John Challinor 
2006  Darren Fidge 
2007  Andrew Scott 
2008  Michael Ewart

History of  Capps Medall is ts

Back Row (L-R) - Darren Fidge, David Hutton, Ron Chandler, John Challinor, Mark Born, Greg Elkson 
Middle Row (L-R) - Scott Marshall, Don Rice, Kevin Greatrex, David McLoud, Phil Burgess, Craig Watts, Les Behrendt, Brian Cakebread

Front Row (L - R) - Ryan Simunsen, Dave Mundy, Andrew Scott, Michael Ewart, Ian Reval



Port Adelaide
Division 1
Under 14/2

 Kensington
Division 3

 Henley & Grange
Division 4

GGCD
Division 5

Little League Major North
Little League Minor North

Southern Districts
Division 2

Glenelg
Division 6

Northern Districts
Division 7

Woodville
Under 18

Under 16/1

West Torrens
Under 16/2

Little League Major South

Sturt
Under 14/1

Little League Minor South

Baseball SA 
St Clair Recreation Centre

109 Woodville Road
Woodville SA 5011

Ph: (08) 8347 4222  Fax: (08) 8345 2366
Email: admin@baseballsa.org.au

www.sa.baseball.com.au 

Adelaide

Flinders

Gawler

Goodwood

East Torrens

Metropolitan Clubs

Playford City


